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Factors Promoting Childbearing among Married Women:
On the Prioritization of Socio-Economic and Psychological Factors

Yang CAO," Shigeru MATSUMOTO, " “and Tadahiko MURATA "
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Abstract

Background factors to Japan’s declining birth rate are said to divide broadly into two types. The first consists
of trends toward marrying late or not at all, and the second is a drop in the birth rate for married women. The
current research takes mothers of small children as the object of its analysis, and demonstrates factors which
promote childbearing among married women. Specifically, socio-economic factors (wife’s and husband’s
educational histories and monthly income) and psychological factors (needs for and availability of private time
and space) were treated simultaneously, and based on differences in the number of children, the prioritization
of the two sets of factors was clarified. As a result of the analysis, for households currently with one child, in
order to give birth to two children in all, securing private time and space for the mother must be given priority
over financial support. And in order to give birth to three children in all, both financial and psychological
support are necessary. Specific policies which have been enacted thus far regarding declining birth rates have
been limited to “financial support for childrearing” and “support for the compatibility of childrearing and
work, ” but the results of this research suggest a need for psychological support as well.
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