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Significance of Studying in a Foreign Country as a High School Student

Honestly, I was actually struggling with whether or not I should go to another country alone, considering
my age and English ability before I left. Looking back on that now, I am glad that I chose to spend a year
abroad in Australia as a high school student. Now I know that yes, I should absolutely travel outside Japan
more in the future, too. Comparing before and after my tear abroad, I felt a change not just in my English
skills, but also my values and personality as well.

Before studying abroad, I was not sure whether the idea that my personal character as a Japanese person
living in Japan had already been fully formed was true or not. Now I know that I am the one that decided this
truth. I was able to realize and understand Japanese values and how they relate to me through spending time
abroad in Australia, outside what I knew and was used to. I was able to better identify and understand the
good traits that we Japanese place importance on, like hospitality and politeness, or others that we lack, like
being confident versus shy and keeping our emotions inside rather than expressing them. I am not sure
whether these thing will contribute to my future in an essential way, but I believe will help me in some form
or another.

The most valuable thing I got from studying abroad is my friends. They have massively influenced my
personality and helped me see the importance in the specific Straits I mentioned before. I truly appreciate that
I was able to experience so many things in Australia that I might not have been able to in Japan. I have
appreciation to anyone for anything now, even people who are directly linked with me. My appreciation for
my family has gone beyond what they are just done for me and extents to being grateful to have them in my
life.

As you may know, studying abroad is a hard choice as a high school
student because you miss a full year away from your family and friends. I
can say confidently that nothing is more valuable than investing in yourself
because these experiences cannot be taken from you, but how studying
abroad affects you depends on you. Good luck.
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