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Toward More Active Classsroom Interaction
—A Consideration of Implementing Learner-centered Group Work in Class

IR TIPS
TAKAHASHI Toshio

All teachers desire to make their teaching in class more dynamic, and this is especially true
of educators who are involved in teaching less-motivated college students differing widely with
regard to degree of academic ability.

There is a great need for dynamic teaching methods that will energize and motivate students
to participate positively in their own learning. In other words, some ingenious teaching
methods should be implemented to stimulate students’ intellectual curiosity, and enhance their
learning motivation.

The purpose of this paper is to introduce “group learning” in a reading class after reviewing
its various features as identified in preceding studies, and to verify how effective it can be for
dynamic classroom teaching, helping students share a relaxed atmosphere, and encouraging
them to cooperate with one another in finding solutions to their problems.
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Students learn best when they are actively involved in the process. Regardless of the

subject matter, students working in small groups tend to learn more of what is taught and
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retain it longer than when the same content is presented in other instructional formats.

Students who work in collaborative groups also appear more satisfied with their classes.
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The students in a group must perceive that they “sink or swim” together, that each
member is responsible to and dependent on all the others, and that one cannot succeed
unless all in the group succeed. Knowing that peers are relying on you is a powerful

motivator for group work.
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Educators agree that when studnets work in small groups, they tend to understand the
subject matter more thoroughly. Small group work transforms the class into supportive
learning teams; the group keeps students energized, motivated and provides support to

complete complex tasks.
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Members of a learning group should sit eye-to-eye, knee-to-knee or in other words, close
enough to each other that they can share materials, maintain eye contact with all group
members, talk to each other quietly without disrupting the other learning groups. The

groups should be arranged that the teacher has a clear access lane to every group.
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Groups of four have many advantages in terms of both management and learning:
Groups larger than four become more difficult for students to manage; The larger the group,

the easier it is for one person to hide or be neglected.
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Many teachers have had success in keeping groups together for a term or half a term, a

minimum of 5 to 6 weeks. This gives students time to learn how to work with their group
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