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On the Perception of English Consonants by Japanese EFL Learners

An Experiment on the Perception of Word Initial Consonants
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This study aims to clarify what consonants Japanese ELF learners have difficulties in
perceiving. The results from an experiment with 118 university students show that, in contrast
to previous studies, the most and the second most difficult consonants for the Japanese
students to perceive are /0/ and /0 /. Also it is found that English consonants which have
phonemic counterparts in Japanese such as /s/ or /b/ are more easily perceived by the
Japanese learners than non-native sounds such as/0/or/v/.
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HARNTRERE S LS, WiEE M AL B0, FHOM I ST 2051358 < & shTn
% (Horibe and Furuhashi 1974, Lado 1959, HiZJ 1978, ATR 1999 %) . #l1z1X, HANFH
FIZloTED L) BTENPRFAEINRLT VO, Lo ZRBEICE LT, /r/ & /17,
/bl &N sl E 101 BEE VST HO LORE TP REETH B L FRE SIS R
EETHFE T HEBCE I CH IS, TOREES 2592 L72W%E (Horibe and Furuhashi 1984,
32 1978 ATR 1999%%) %3 % o 2115 OFFZEIC BT, MK, EFE TSR ICBVTO,

BHOMEFITOHBEIIONWTHHREINTBY . /v/ & /1 DXBID, /b/ & /v /s) &
107 Vo OB L D #EL V& 23 (ATR 1999) R0, SHBERE & HED) O Rl (C
B4 A& S. /bl & /v/ > /v &1L It/ /> n/ kgl 18]/ Tz]>1t] &/
DNEZHEZEATH S &35 5D (Horibe and Furuhashi 1974) 25&% %, F7zH (1978) 2
BWTId, — MM REHEERRY . v/ 8/ OFBIEVEL VS ONL T S L kb
NTW2, LML, SNEDOMIZRICLZ2EEEOHEIL. T, PHEICEDC /bat/ & /vat/
EV ) X BT GEREOBIIEMEICL > TRL D) 2 TFOMER L. 2N % BEBE 125
e, KRS E7EROERBEORKTH S 720, HXFEOMEIIY OGS E &Kk L TR
LTWwaEiEwnaEng\v, 2oMEEE L. KL, EEOFERRLEERIIBI 2415
DG EAZRAETH LI, FTED, EDOL)LELRFASINLI P HERTHI L2 H
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E9 D, T2, HIB (1978) THIWENTVWAE EIHIC. FEHOB XY OWEE S IZZF 04
BEICOEGEND EEZONLOT, KIFETIZ, 9. LEWEBGEIRNEEZOND
DH}EO):JC‘i ﬁ?)ﬁ%n{‘io T\ %ﬁﬁ%ﬁio f:o
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2.1 #r#E
WBRE L 18 A 5 21 MOEFEZFE L TV 2L RFE 118 A TH - 72,

2.2 HAERE
MwizEiFarid, Lab/ &) BEHFEOFHOFHZ2 ANBRRAZUTO 22 TH %,
/pab/, /babl/, /tab/, /dab/, /kab/, /gab/, /fab/, /3ab/, /fab/, /vab/, / 0 abl,
/dab/, /sab/, /zab/, /fab/, /hab/, /mab/, /nab/, /lab/, /rab/, /jab/, /wab/
ERED 22 e, EFENFERE (1 F) A, 3T, Bl KEFLTLH W, 71
FIv <A 7uT7 4 HpSRL, DAT (SONY TCD-D8) % v, ¥ > 7 ) ¥ 7L —}
48Hz. B TAL16 ¥y b, £/ FIVTT V8 VT L7z

2.3 RBERR
FRESNCERRBIE, 0 Ea— 212 AA, FEERGEY 7 & (Cool Edit 2000)
V., 9. WHMEOEEEL 7 > ¥ AR, B &k L OB EEET 5 720 S HE
Z 2WET S LIS, BREEIZOWT, BEET—1 > =0 1. Ssec—HlHE 1 M H—
A% =NV 1 Ssec—HIEE2RE E V) RBICHELZ. LT, £DOHKIZ, IS
(Inter-Stimulus Interval) % 6sec A L. FFEE. DAT I28k# L. DAT 205, ¥E 2 fH1T 0
A — 1 — %5l L CHEBRE [ Z5R L7z,

2.4 T

FEBAREIZADLHINZ, EFEOF T EMEOLADHEITIZOWT 10 7R EOHERE (2T v
77Ny F TR ZELTELRWFIZOVWTOREILEIRY) 217072, 20Kk, WEEIE
HEHH A HCCL BEMIC, 7TV 7 7 Xy b, b LA IEEFER TSR E AW TRA L,
BB, ZOFEFEOEVEIRIER L 255, 295sec (#9447 158) TH -7
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MEEDL, 9, HEHEY OEEIZOWTIE,
10/>/10/>/v/>/vI>/1/>/z/>/b/ (Uw/*/8/10/ v/ v/ /1] /z/ (p<0.01),/w/ *
/b/ (p<0.05)

&) NEICHES FEASE &\ ) FEREASBIIL (V07 #/0/ (p<0.01) OO IZAEAEEL) |

RIEY . HRFEOTHE—HLAVEFHERD I WS 505, T, ThE COHE

CIEERLY, EfErREICHo WA, 10/ /0705, RBEELWV2OTH D &) fHRD

Bohiz
W2, MHEOENL DO SIEIC, FREFNUIIOVWT, &L LB TR 2 HEDOEHV

NEVZ DR ISR (%Eyililé.\fb%of:%@&) o (FEINANZEVEED

[0/ Jz/ (23) >/d/ (21) >/b/ (19) >/6/ (16) >/&/ (4) >/35/ (2)
107/ /s/ (B53) >/f/ (6) >/f/ (4) >/v/ (3)
/r/: /17 (53) >/g/ /n/ (2)
/vl b/ (15) >/d/ (9) >/g/ (6)
/1 v/ (32) >/v/ 107 (2)
/z/: 18/ (22) >/b/,/5/ (2)
/bl /v (21)
/sl 10/ (11) >/f/ (5)
(/s/ZDOWTIX /w/ EDHEEEZI L2705 /01 £ DD 72D IZHR)
COMRPE, BEWIIRFA SN TWFELZ T 5 L. ZOIEEFRIL
/z/>18/ (p<001) ,/s/>/0/ (p<0.01) ,/b/>/v/ (p<0.01) ,/1/>/r/ (0.05)

ERD, WITNORIZBWTH, HERFOFELHEULEMzR>2b0 (1//r/13E8D

LHREH LA (IT#k1996) ) DFAs, IEEBE N L5 05, Zh eIz, HARFEICES

WFEIIK T AREDHD, BERBIIHEL T2 TENHLL0L) ., BEOHHIZIES S &N

HhHo INH2HEMNE, RITV, HEFBEIZBOWTHE LNIFTOED, BET LEIIE, HKv

PHELCIZC VI EER 5,

4. HhEh

RIEBRIE, HARNFEEFBHEDWGEY B EWDBICHEE L 2 24 REROPT, 204 -

ELEBEICHHER. FICHEHOTEORNREOEREFERTAZ L2 HE L, UTD24

WP 572,

CRBRUHICBWTIE, /0/>/0/>/v/> /v > 1> 2/ > /b DIEICTE O S 25HEET
HhHEVnH) T L,
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DFEN, BIRAOHNFEOHH, HEI) OBIZ, RnFHuning L,
SHOBLEE LTIE, T, FHEOHMEIIOWTIE, LY RNETH S L FHRENLEHKTH
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< Appendix >

H H B K% (

<TEHFER>
e p,t,kch () ,f 0,s,sh (f), h,
A b,d, g dg (&) ,v,0,2j (3), mnng (n) , Lryw

ex) cheese, six, she, judge, large, think, these, long,

() () ) () () () () )

[ab/ DTAEIICM TR T AL 2T HEDP OB, AT L, HERIETOHIND)

I.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
I. EELTIZOVTOFERHROE M
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