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An approach to introducing the Test of Russian as a Foreign Language
into language classes at Japanese universities
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When it is an undeniable fact that language education at Japanese universities today is far
from satisfactory, something must be done to improve it in introductory classes of a given
language. The point lies in what we should do. In this respect, as far as Russian is concerned,
the Test of Russian as a Foreign Language (TORFL) , established in January 1998, is of a lot of
help. Happily enough, TORFL has recently been utilized at some universities in Japan so as to
grasp the problems that the classes and the students are facing with. In this paper we would
like to point out some of the problems which have been revealed through the statistical analysis
of those TORFL results.
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