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[0 This paper deals with how the computer and its networks, especially the Internet, have
come to be applied to language education. It also discusses some of the advantages and
disadvantages of computer-based education in the teaching of foreign languages, especially
English (a one-byte language) and Japanese (a two-byte language). Also included is a
discussion on how the Internet and multimedia devices affect the ways in which we conduct
our communication, both in our native tongue and foreign languages. This paper then
considers the implications of the Internet and multimedia devices for the design of computer-
assisted teaching materials. Next, the authors explain how Kansai University’s archive of audio-
visual learning materials, using up-to-date digital technology, has been put on the web. Based
on such varied fields as foreign language pedagogy, linguistics, literature, and engineering, this
paper offers a new perspective on how digitized information can and should be integrated for

educational purposes in general and the teaching of foreign languages in particular.
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Subject: Interesting Customs in Peru
[ Hi, Aya. We've been here for three days. It’s raining now! I've had a cold since yesterday. I think I'll be
fine tomorrow.
[0 In Peru, I've found an interesting custom. People go home around noon. They have lunch with their
family, then take a break until mid-afternoon. The custom is called “siesta.” I've also taken siestas every
day since I arrived. I've had fun! :-)
[0 We're going to visit Machu Picchu tomorrow. I've wanted to visit it for a long time.
[0 Send me an e-mail if you have time.
[ Take it easy,
0 Sue
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....Consider electronic discussion to exchange messages by e-mail with a group of people with a common
interest. In electronic discussion groups, a participant mails a message to a common e-mail address.
Instead of being separated in time, the participants are gathered in real time in a virtual meeting room.
However, the more people linked, the more likely system problems will arise....

... Thus, you have to consider the proper netiquette, the etiquette you should follow when you send

M
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messages.

[¥ Be polite. Consider your reader’s feelings, and think about the power of the written word. Never e-mail
when you're feeling unhappy.

[¥ Never write a message that you wouldn’t want others to see. Your reader could always copy and show
your message to others without your permission.

[¥ Never copy and give a writer's message to others without that writer’s permission.

[¥ Keep your message short and clear. Don’t write unnecessary information, or it will be difficult for the
receiver to figure out the main point of your message.

[ Answer your e-mail as soon as possible. Your reader may be unable to make a decision until he or she
receives your message.

[ Rewrite and reread carefully. Although spelling errors might be OK, such errors could cause
misunderstanding,

[J Can you accept these rules of netiquette? Yes, use the net to express yourself freely, explore strange
new worlds, and boldly go where you've never gone before. But remember Netiquette: those are real
people out there.
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