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Application of Group Work for Improving English Teaching in a Reading Class
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With a striking decrease in recent years in the number of high school graduates
applying for admission to colleges, various types of educational reforms have been
designed and implemented in each college to ensure its survival despite keen
competition.

It may go without saying that one of the most important reforms is improving the
methods of teaching. College teachers are expected to develop ways of teaching that
gain the assent of their students, but it is no easy task to satisfy all students, as they will
have a wide range of academic levels, and consequently varied expectations of English
teaching.

The purpose of this paper is to introduce a student-centered group work activity in a
reading class and indicate how effective it can be in enhancing learning motivation and
to verify that it produces improvement in the comprehension of English. In addition,
this paper touches upon the social advantage for group work. It can be noticed that
group work creates a relaxed atmosphere and lets learners feel freer to make mistakes.
Therefore, learners cooperate positively with their peers and find solutions for their
problems. It is a desirable byproduct for learners to realize that they are situated in the
center of classroom activities and find that learning can be highly enjoyable.
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FIW—"T + J—2 (group work). FEEZHHLOFEED: (learner-centered teaching)
BEDWEEAL (dynamic way of teaching)
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America is known as the land of the free. When it comes to the right to smoke
and drink, however, Americans are no longer completely free to do either one.

The right to smoke is a good place to begin. Merely ten or twenty years ago,
smokers enjoyed the same freedom as those in Japan: they could smoke almost
anywhere. Then nonsmokers made their voices heard. They pointed out the health
risks of breathing second-hand smoke from burning cigarettes. These protests resulted
in the creation of smoking and nonsmoking areas in public buildings. Now the
restrictions on smoking have gotten much more severe. Smoking is prohibited in all
public buildings. In company buildings, smoking is only permitted in rooms that have
special fans to move the smoky air outside. Plus, the new health-aware United States
is starting to frown on anyone who smokes. The trend now is to quit.

As in Japan, there are large numbers of deaths and accidents due to motorists
who drive after they have been drinking. There have always been fines for those caught
drunk behind the wheel, but that wasn’t enough for the victims. The real push against
drunk drivers began with the formation of MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving).
The organization was formed by one woman whose son was killed in an accident
involving an intoxicated driver. MADD quickly grew into a major political lobbying
group. The group has successfully made drunk driving a serious legal offense. Drunk
drivers are now not only fined, they face mandatory jail terms and they lose their
driver’s licenses automatically. Another outcome of the MADD campaign is the so-
called “dramshop law”. This states that any person or establishment that allows a
drunk person to drive away is responsible for all financial penalties if the driver kills
or hurts someone on the way home.

The rights to smoke and drink are now serious issues. If a citizen decides to do
either one, they must do so with care.
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EXERCISES
ROBFOBHRICRELEVHDA—DRBY, *OHLE%E () ORIZRALREY,
1. second-hand ) a. drunk
2. restriction ( ) b. result; consequence
3. prohibit ) c. limitation
4. frown ( ) d. power; force
5. push « ) e. compulsory
6. intoxicated ( ) f.  forbid
7. offense «C ) g. chargeable
8. mandatory ( ) h. breaking the law
9. outcome ¢ ) i. not direct
C )

10. responsible j. to show of dislike or displeasure

F—TEBVT, tREROBEMICMT HELVEAE—DBURE L,
1. Why did nonsmokers raise an objection to smoking?
a. Because they realized the risks of second-hand smoke.
b. Because they didn’t enjoy smoking.
c. Because they wanted to create smoking areas in buildings.
d. Because they got severe restrictions on nonsmoking.
2. What is the trend for smoking now in the U.S.?
a. To smoke only in smoking areas.
b. To permit smoking in special rooms.
c. To stop smoking.
d. To establish a smoking room in a building.
3. Which statement is not correct concerning MADD?
a. It became a major political lobbying group.
b. It succeeded in making drunk driving a serious legal offense.
c. It was organized by one woman.
d. It was formed after the dramshop law passed.
4. Which action does the dramshop law prohibit?
To hurt someone on the way home from a bar.
To allow a drunk driver to drive away.
To drive without a driver’s license.

a0 oo

To act against traffic rules.

F2)0EMRT—TICEY 2@BYEL TEP Y1
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