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My Friend Bingham

by Henry James
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“My Friend Bingham” is one of Henry James’s short stories which was written in an
early stage of his career. It is narrated by the first person narrator, Charles, who is also
a character in the story.

Bingham is Charles’s friend. They meet again after a long period of separation and
decide to spend their vacation together at a town near the sea. One day they go out
hunting. When Bingham tries to shoot a sea-gull, his bullet mistakenly hits a boy, who is
near the shore with his widowed mother, Mrs. Hicks. The boy dies. In the aftermath,
Bingham falls in love with the woman whose boy he killed and proposes to her. Mrs.
Hicks accepts the proposal of marriage, and they get married.

This is a story about a man who falls in love in extraordinarily strange circumstances.
He loves a woman whose son he killed, and the woman accepts love from the man who
killed her child.

Although this is a story of romance which occurs under the most unrealistic
circumstances, since Henry James is the kind of novelist who is always interested in
human behaviors which are set in extreme conditions, “My Friend Bingham” is a story
which successfully shows Henry James’s unique sentiments as a novelist.
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