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Necessity of Clear English Teaching Policy in Japan

T S S S
KAWAI Tadahito

This paper argues the present English teaching policy in Japan with a particular
emphasis on the purpose of teaching English as a foreign language at elementary
school through college. Although many countries in the world have started teach-
ing English at the lower grades of the elementary school, Japan should not feel an
imperative necessity of following the examples of other countries in the language
teaching education. In high school and college, English should be taught intensively
to those students who wish to learn. Acquisition of oral communicative compe-
tence in English should not be the sole purpose for all the students, especially
college students, who have various purposes of learning English. College English
programs should produce students with the level of English proficiency where they
are able to study their major subject.
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HTHBCR (English teaching policy) . #iEHREHEDHM (purpose of teaching English) |
1 ADFFHESKTT (English teaching in Japan), N2 I 2=4—3 3 “fig )1 (oral communi-
cative competence), K¥DHH (college English programs)
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Pervading through all of these aims is the aim of developing pupils into peace-
loving individuals and citizens. In other words, without love of peace it would be
impossible to achieve the other aims listed. Education for peace, therefore, is a
condition as well as part and parcel of the whole educational program, including
the English language curriculum'®,
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