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-Nai kana as a Form that Expresses the Speaker’s Desire

=

JY

Shino Takanashi

This paper discusses Japanese -nai kana as a form that expresses the speaker’s
desire. Sentences ending with -nai kana are negative questions, and they also indicate
self-directed doubt as well. As a result, the basic meaning of -nai kana is the expression
of doubt, and it has five types of usage including the expression of doubt (tending
toward a positive proposition), expression of doubt (not tending toward a positive propo-
sition), desire, fear and request. The desire usage derives from the expression of doubt
(tending toward a positive proposition) usage when the proposition concerned is desir-
able for the speaker. However, the desire usage produces the request usage when the
proposition concerned is a controllable action of the hearer and the sentence is used to

address the hearer.
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