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On the grammatical meaning and function of the final particle jara

in southern Buzen dialect

/A B S N
Yuta Matsuoka

In this paper, I considered the meaning and function of a grammatical form jara used in
the southern region of the Buzen dialect. I concluded that jara is a final particle that
expresses a negative modality for the listener, and its meaning is that actively replacing the
listener’s (in the case of soliloquy, the speaker himself) existing knowledge with the speaker’s
new one. In addition to this point, the speaker can only use jara in the same place where he/
she gained the new knowledge. The remaining task of this work is to clarify the difference
between jara and the other sentence ending forms which have similar modal meanings in the

Buzen dialect.
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