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Birth of an Anthropologist:
R. Benedict’s ‘Journal Fragments from 1915 to 1934’
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Personal diaries and journals that were used as outlets for the author’s emotions or as a
record of the author’s daily musings must rank high among texts that are difficult to trans-
late. This is mainly because these texts were not written to be read by anyone other than the
author, let alone be translated into another language. In translating Ruth Benedict’s journals
of 1915-1934, the authors of this essay had to consider the situation that Benedict was in at
the time, try to put ourselves in her position and trace her thoughts.

In her journal, Benedict wrote about the numbness she felt in daily life, and her desperate
need to write, to prove herself, and her hunger for answers. In her journal, we find seeds of
what later blossomed in her work as an anthropologist: motives for her interest in feminist
philosophers; why she was able to empathize with foreign cultures; and why she was able to

understand the Japanese mentality towards death.
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1. FCBHIC

[V —F VORI 1915 4FE~ 1934 4] 1&, V—A - XA T 1 7 F O3 10 4F5% L 72 1958
FIZ, KAD—=ANTHo AN E<Y = AL b - I=FD, XAT4 7 FOHR, L.
= EEL E R L. Anthropologist at Work: Writings of Ruth Benedict ( Houghton
Mifflin, Boston, 1959) & L THRL7=ARKDO—ETH %,

Uy —F DO NTZ ) — M V= ADIHAT CRIIZR AP B 6N D TH - 720
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Vo= A3 = REER A L 721909 4, — M3 —a v AT A2 52 5N, i
N BB EIERTLIOICLEDLNTLS 572D THo7, L., V—RIEZ
DEHLBBENT/ — M FHRALZL ol BHZTOLEDIZZOD ) — b aflivnizvne Bo
720 TOREDZ L EIV—AIZRD L HIZFRL TV 2,

------ ZLTED /= MEIbooThH [] 3FEFo7. FLAT YO —<Id@EWED
B Z 2. "=V R FT, ROFAEBMIERT 2O - B EDEL
W) ZEEENTWZ, &L ESZHNDZOIZID ) — M efinizv, 2o/ —hEH
FIETOLDIZ LIz, THhBYE. 2O/ — MIE o TELWAHTINIZE N2V, (Mead
1959: 119 §#F)

WD) — P ORI DONR—=VZFL72DIF 19124510 HCThH o720 ZD%, 194 FEEFTY ¥
—F IO N TNV Z LR LD, BRHEEHALTASNTWEIHLH LA, ErNTn
HWHLE W, HRER Y v — T Ve vo RN RFKIE. RICHEINDL T LE2E 2 THEMINL
bodAn v, 207, B S ZBETE IRV, AR{OEHIIZOY v —F IV E OARE
WEIRT 2 L WOMEERT R o 72D 7205, EIUTITEBRFR L7z v —F IV EF VTR
WOV =23 LELHELZLICER TV L BT MRS & XV ELoLoN
DEHILEI bR LATITEL T2 EATE R B TR BT & R (VAR
HICH ENTZe L, /= MCEPNLCEELHL 2O, LRICHERAHFENTH T EiE, b
—ADOWHENZHS TV ZED LI IR 29 FTHILTRATCELDPH o7, 20
RRT&Z EaAMIE/ — MIZRE L7z,

ZFIUE, NAT 4 7 VOALANEFEEE LTOMBEOHD L) b DN DY v —F VICR
BNLEEV)ZETHD, V¥ —TVEHVWTVWIERTZOMDL ) b DIINV—ADL%
FLL72e ZIUIBEGDPMBONEIZE) LV HIRDEEo72), BELTHZLILOEETH
272 ANHELTEIEZELRENLEVIBHETH o720 L7z 1919 FITULAEY: & i
HIET, INHLOEKIIN—AEANDLDOTDORE 5720 TH 5, TNHPRIKEEOMEL
LCIV—=ZADmLTIY FFAZ &2, v— A IE NS E L L CRETA2DTH %,
Ty —FhEGhE, V= AR T -~ & LTI EIFkA T — ik, Eix, THoE
POHTOHICH - WERRRTHODE 52 EDAA D AIFZEICL 5T, V=R - X
AT 47 POINFETHDY LIFoNnb e inrotz [Py —F ] 1T E - NEFENT
bH5bo
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2. D —FIIIBSNFIL—ZDBR L

DV —FNEEEMGO D 1915 L ) BERTO 19124605 1914 £ F TO 2 4R, Vv — A138
P71 T2 5 WFARTER Tl MITHFENLh o7z b &) B2 Tlihd 7572
572 TNDHEEDMEHLE Lo TLEINLLNARVE V) HDHEORAZ K LTz, &
DAL BEICH LN T AR L AR TREPE LML TH,) 2D TE S 2 LIRS
Dotz V= AXLEICEPNRIEICIRAYR S 5 Z LIZK oSNz, TLHDE X
DIV — 2133 LARR L A 2 T & 7225, I, B L 3123 &KIEL S b oz, 2L T
3% ) LWEEO KR TE L TH L 2 L ICRAT A EEZ D, WTHHIETHEOND T
LlE7—o T, FNEE., ZoOPBRE. TLTFELEROILTERVWALES IH I
%50

1914 4E 6 HI2 NV —AE T = RV RFDILFEZEAY Y L— - RAT A 7 DKM L7z, A% v
L= —2 &) 3 LT, BEDH, NEOHWE Lo Fib, B L LTONEE
BEEIBATV o VAL IFEELR N THIENR S B o720 WIIFHFOMFRINTTH L
RUEFOMFICO WD oz KL L TR TW2E 2 FICAN, IV — R IR T
72 ENTzo REEAH), PEIEHEIED [NEDT R TUIERE G2 TN] Vv —FicE
WTWwb,

L L. AOBEFRIEITER NI 51201, V—RIEAY ¥ L—EDAEIX, BFHBA
HIRDFET TV DZFESELLDTIE R W E bh) > TE72 (Caffrey 1989: 81), IV —
ZNIFEME L CTL A BRERAMKL S, SN2 VEVWERLE L, Yy —FVICHA> 2V, K
HEPORTTOXIE 1915 SFICFEPN LD LHEWMT L L2ITE L,

------ WOWFHNATL 2 E B L, BLVREREDHIS v RTHGOMFR 2Rz 20 &,
HOOWET e BOONERETIWED e, [] RNV EIETRT, T2OX
THAOHEGIEMICTE 5, WEARZ LIZ, BOOBEZERICHEBHIEL LT, 0
72OEHLBENO L2 HIZHEEZ L OE LAIT TR 5%\, (Mead 1959: 136 EEHR)

F720 1916412 H 23 HO Y v —F VT, V=R, HEZ ) AV AEIE T HETOH
RFIZOWTHES TV D, #DbHILELTnD IEMERYEST, #RHEVYEZEZLE

Do AT HHEKICT TN TV LT D H 5,

------ RIEOGTICTEF I F AR VO L EWE L, Bl LA D L E—D )L —
WIE, BEDE I 5 F TMH ORI £ ThHL, (Mead 1959: 137 EEHER)
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V— 2B OB H A2 v 7z,

------ AR [l OWfgex R0 &EIF72 v, DEidd o L B L 210 ud A v+
—TVMMEbbRVEB STV, AT — T4 VADMY7 77 MIRICRITTWLDIE
ZZREE STz, THAGLZITDZOIZELZLIZIL, BHOHKS AL S5
ARV E S - (Mead 1959: 138 ZE&3R)

W—=AFHFOEPNTD8F7HA4 MYRVHIZE) LTHREL S 2h o7 AGHE
WTRHRWEBETRSTWIITL LRl BN AEIZI L 2w E o7z, L
L. A% Y L—ORIBRGEE7Z 5720 HH72IEEALZRRICORETE RV EEH SN, 2L
ZTELPNZE LT, LIESHL LS, FRAFERAME T 208BE72LEbNT
LE)e A VL—DRLVWEEIZH L TV—RAFENILD, ShA0bOHGE A TIZLV,
SHANCEZTVDLIEDNH) ., ZODLLEARENVELERVEEZ D, V—RIFZ
NEFHTL7-0ICEFECZLICEFVWET L, LAL, 2EIEFARICH) FERITTIERLC
REEII VR LTl o7z, FEICOHEMLTOL R W L THL S KD, BLAD
W b0 BRI EHSD 2 E THGDOEEZ AT /2o HAOBLE LKL 2 OAE
EPFWHLIET vy —F M- Tnb, V=R ES>TAEIMOEERL B WO L)
B2 720 S ZF) Vo /22 E2HYR L T ND EIZEBDRD 57208 BEREROTFR20 12
GAEDPD LNV EVn)Bnhs, ARt ALEEOHATHH o7,

V= AFEETED RO e ole 77 — (Caffrey 1989: 82) 12& 5 &, 1
BRI E 230725756 Lve FHICOWTLV— 2R Yy —F VI AGREZ LT
Wb,

------ LLTELRVD, HIRLZ) LTz b, TOLHICEGEEHELZDIZLA
AVAT R RIS FLoZBELTHFOELZERL L) LB DX, NEOKELRIRAT, £
UL THEBLRLoRELELCL) LS, EENTELTEO2THO [AlEYD ]
ELTHETAZ LB EAR PRI LTV, TEDIE—ADMIL7ZAMTH Y, WHE L
ERR O A2 b Ltz v e LT, FEE L CAENEBIETE, Ehrikdzt
BNTELHFAFOMRALFEOZ ENEHTH S, (Mead 1959: 136 FEER)

V= ANIEAZERT H 72O OFHIICHANZM E G, LEEZEL L THRREEEZ S5 2

7ok o Tz, —EEIIIEEREICREL, —AOHE L THROONLZ L 2L L T,
9175 HOY ¥ —F VIV —AZEHE L WO ZHZH L TWwab,
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FIHIAREE I E T NIFE L o7 | 7o SABLSTFELE 72O &L FP2F biTwn
AQVAXEEEED ‘* (E‘in<\_é:%)) “ AT §O<"C‘ E‘Ly\f]) ...... ﬁ‘x\"(%%%%&bf{ﬁﬁi‘
HEo (Mead 1959: 141-142 £555R)

3. WEAFZLOESW

1919 K, V—RAEH LWL Lz, ¥y —F VI ZOHIZ O W TERENZ S Ridzw
B NV—=RAEV =T XN ) —=FDoa— A7 = VDIA—-AZEB LI, —2— - A
7 = VORI L SN VESEHEOFEERE LT, 1919FKIC=2—3— 7 THHS
N7zo FEFICHW BB THo/2 LI T, ~x—=HL v b - I—FRIFOEEO—2— - A7 —
W [BENNGEIZL > THIZENL, NEVTAE L) ZER] LRI %972 (Caffrey
1989: 95), Z I T — ZEAL A AFHZICHI AV, T—VF v U4 F ==Y v X vis 24,
SNz HMEFEDOFIEEE T X720 NEHFEE W) FHOMRRIEORE S 2V — AFHR KL
VR,

V—2AlFZa— A7 = VIZAFTLHHICL T TICREA ZFERICOVWTENTWZ, LoE

TIER72E 912, 1916 4E 12 H 23 HO Y ¥ — F )V CLLEDOBIZEICT D Ml /o L TN T 5,
EBE, BT 528 E o700, BRKIEAT)— -7+ VA N2 T 7 bOIEit% 1914
DD OITFETAHIZENT VS, ATY— T4 VA M7 T7 M) Lkt 18 Ao
HDYIZEETAF) ZOER, AABERT, BROMAMKE, BEOHKIYEL 2 RB L7
T IZALDEEZETH L, HOMPEINIZE) LE) bWV » S BRET 272012, v—

AZBTOFRIIL L L) BBEORBELZRL KD, TONZHLOEETOWNEEZ LIzOTH
BHo ATV =T H VA2 57 hOMIINV—=AIE, TAVIDY ¥ —F 1) A b, FRET
Y. WHHEFR., BROWE - EAOWRKIYS L RO TEFH LY —FLy - 75—, BT

TI)HDOERTH Y. BAOVL R L. WmASBOERHAZ L Lz — - v a g4 F
—DHHL V=T VIR L T b,

Za— AV = VTLAEFEZFERZ LICL T, ENETHODELNL TV LIRS S
HENDDIZ—ANTHIEL T2 ek, 7o I =2 RAAE W) BADOHTEMAIZHE £ & [
IR T 5 2 e TE, AT L TRA 2R L. S35 2 EWTREE 572D TH
5o

4. BEIENDOEMF

7 M) TEISAL O G 1887 4F I =2 — T — 7 THEFENIL— AL, YRR E S 2
FHDR K CTHRECTH 5720 ZNHRELTHTELOENLHDSZRE LKL, KEDO RN T
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bEEE L WTFE RO Tz, BN — AP LR R 2 I 2 =7 — 3 3 Y OFEIL,
YEEELZETHoTz, HBLZETHFOSAFELEZEH L, WHOBHEEH ST 72,

V= AEF G CE» S B eI B HEABE,OB L, HLLTEL o WET 5K
BoOVE L) —OOMFIC LT L IEk#E L7z, ZIUIBFEDATICH 5 RAELRIRIE & L 77
EEDIITBHE L TNz ITFIIV =R > THEIZH LD D572, 192648 HDY
¥ —F T, V= AT T 5 BT DOWTHENRTWw .,

FEATHRT§ B ENIIAELE D D L 3o 7208, ARIIEEBL LI ZVHETH Y 5L
PIHEZI) TEHoTE RO RV EB STz, FERICITHKRE KL o THITE W,
BIEL R0, fAHED o200 &) ICHIED N 4 W55 2 LB E il 5. (Mead
1959: 153-154 &)

FEACKT T 5 E 2 R EE, V—ADLICHD SNZHICDF X 2 WIEIETH - 72,

FABEIWZHDEHY) ONEED EE L, TAY A EW)EOHRFTHBDIZERLAD LS 2L
BTV =R o72h 0 22, HRITAGOMERRZZT THFZ R L2) . ZRL7D
Y, BEORHCTE) LD AN BE RN TELZOTIERWALERITE ), LT
WA & o TIALANEF TAMOZHMEEZ RS 2 2 Lk, HOEHET A2 FRICE2720T
vl Bbits,

1934 4F12 Journal of General Psychology (283K & 72V — X D7 3L Anthropology and the
Abnormal THELIZKD & 9 IZEFE VTS,

SRE A EBTETF OMFEIZ ) » TO OERME 2 REET 201X, 25 ¥ ¥ — MMzt
ROTHPIZHEINTO R VRO NETH 5. (Mead 1959: 262 £HR)

WHERFZE T BREDOF R R & 5 — FOFE % R E P > THEA ZZLVEIZ IR & R o 720 & [k
12, AY V7= FMMEENXHICREB SN TR WERO NEZIIZET 5 2 &3, V— A2k
S>TIRESOEGHIELIZEVWDDZ D TII AW L EZIEZ b ML TL— AL,
FANENZIE ) — <V BRATEN DS e A INIET 7 =V ERBO LN O0E BHRE L, ZL
TRDEIIZHBET 20 /=< HERT 22 L1k, 2L > TETS N AIHED—EET
HY. TT ) =VPERT B0 UL Tb R WEIENTEI O —ETh B, Lo Lizho
TEHL DAL B SN LHEHICHG 72 bOITHEGDETNLEDTH L LBRT D, Th
WFHASCBIT 2 AHOITEI 23 L T b LRI, NEE) T EIZH LA, RKMEH->TE
P2V —ABHEOIED ST 202 RA TR LA,
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5. BXRADEERICIH T 5IEHE

RIS ) ISSHE A AFHFEOWSEIZ, V= RIZE > THIERTHSMELORTH H o 72
DTRRVrEEDbNL, ZNETT A DHEO P THROVBINEZ TN T z0hs, UEA
FHEAERI LI o TT A W LB DA BHERH L L2 S s T 20) Itk
KERDLZENTEL LR S72DTIERWIES D Hy

LRFOT A ) AIHNBEBERZSHEITL TV T, ZRUSO AL LIELIE [HE] &5 (£
B LRI TV s 1946 4EI2T 2 2 b Y DC TITo 727 VA TV — R T AR L %

SoTWwW5h,

FEBE R PNEENC G ZRRDL L, HADPODOANR] 225 EREL ) ICHERLHR
FEFOTWHINE L TRITANLGL ) T BRHIENEANED LMD L H 27V
— 7L, BRERY AT v — L Vo RN R DICE o TEY) T LT, TOA
DMNEZ L > THMIL 2 <20 T3 NEEZ 25D E THRE T, MM, FEH
HEEZEIZELT, TOANEZOEEZITANL L) T ETY, (Mead 1959: 358 £
BN

KM RRE R, HARNS 7 2 7 NI T[RRI ZEIRZZE SNz, Tk
BEGKEZ O Co T [ HANDMEMHE | %0073 5 7201 N7z RS 3 TR 25 o
I.AYRY w2 ADH L7572, 1944412 H 16 H, 17 HOZHEICh7z5 T= 2 —
3 — 7 TR NI ORI FE . UL AT E . R8P H R &40 e By
DB L 720 BEOWNEIL, HEBHEZHS TWM. 2 — FIZX > TEH SN, T L&
PN RBROEF D—ERIAY R v 7 ADRFHREIN T 5,

------ HH5WDLEIZBWTHRMIRBIATT . TAZAZLT HREE, AL THERZ S
IE R SW3X—=V F ) T A TR T b2 RTHDTT, (Mead 1944:
5-6 E£HN)

NY Ry 7 ADERERIEHRERORNENET L L) RFETH o772, bHEHANV-RD
COEKFEIISIML Tz KFEOFMEIERRE LR 72V — 213, EREOWZE & 3 Th &
VA ZEREGTEHIC, BEICH LS. EREOIEEIZ. 7 A B OMIMEER % 7 R &
LCTHTFERZNS Z ECTlER <, &) BROMEB 2 ZOEROBIIZ. > THFEL L) &
TOMERE LR L Do T L TEDOMEBIZT A ) O E &L BERLDOHEOTIEARL, T
A A ZALDHN b Z O EBISEERIHFET A2 2 el 29352810k oT, 1k
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LOHERIT AV A NS ZIFANG L holcDThHb, IhbFEiz, V—AAFENT AN
ANTHBIZHEDLT, 72D IO REDP S/ N 7207206 2 2R T %% O
TiE WAL B,

HAEEICE S TRDERELALEL TLMEO—DIIHAEDSERETICART L2 LTH->
7o TAVIHERTIR [T7 /=70 ] LENDZEKETVELBHHEIZIR > TOIT 2 HERADOHR
HREIE LT A ) A A& > THRE LWL D2 5720 ZTNUIZDOWTIL— AIE A Note on Japanese
Suicide &) HEHF X EHEICRINL T b ZORTHLIZRD L) IZHF VTV D,

HHEOWFCHARIIERDSHBIC RS, 2FVAZIMNESLTINOCLAESESOT
ICE DA BBARXIZL VI TR E L 5 TWb, (Benedict 1945, a1 1997 : 193)

IR TR L 912, v — AR L TREBI 2 B & 5 o T 7o [FEICKT 2 AU #AE
ThbI Edhhrolz] EWLIEY ¥ —FNVIZENTW D, 1928 412585 L 72 Psychological
Types in the Cultures of the Southwest &\ ) G T — AIHEA A T4 7 - T AV D
A= - TEZTUBRPHRE V) BEEHFETE LI E2HF VTS, EBRIZIE, 15 13K
THEZED, K EOREE TR INLZZOICHE AR 50720, HHix It AL I1EE

REVEFVTWD (Mead 1959: 260 #EEFR)o 2D, V—2Rid, 1926 FE8 HDY v —F )

IZHW [BEERHLE-IPNHE] ThrAKE, A= - T 7ulEo AR B2 7260 7%
HEROXRZ T 4 =V KT =2 THlo72DTHb, TARN—AES72E %, HREORE
ZHETEZOTRZW L EDbN S, 148 FIZHARTHM SN [HET)] Trv—2R1E, H
RANDITENOWEBE A BTG E LT [HARADOHTHEH] I5FEH L Tw5, [HERADITE) NS
— ] (Benedict 1945, f&HiR 1997) OFEFH LT [HTHEH] 12OV T HERITKRD L9
IZE VTV D,

HUO#SIE [M32E] 2 [EK] 2888 3ns [0 ] 2vwo, 2ok
A EZ IR, [FEAZZ DD DIChoTHEEZA] L) LT AT TV, FhiFE
A I o TOREEY A SIS L7259, (Benedict 1945, f&HER 1997 - 221)

FREFE SNV —ADA= - T T UEICAICAREBR 72 D570 TH L,

R R, HHEEGEZ V. TA720127 AU 1. HAAOITEIE 52D 5 Kk 2 B
LTI R 6oz 2h, Bt LI RESELLZHARNIH L TH LMK L
FroTwize LA L, v—2RIE, HRAOBEMEBHEHECEH & K72 7RI LT
TEB LT T, it BICFNA IR R IUEZ ORI U2 T2 ThA I LA TE
B125H 9 EREFICE L HRADPEERT 20IIMAOEREBLI LD THLI RV
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— A X BT W7z (Benedict 1945, fER 1997 © 157-158) o T NMASEIE A IZHEH & N-his
#H [HRANOITEINY — ] THDH, [4ET)] 3EEHOMEEL — DT 2 1) 7 ANANFI2#
EEL2LDTHo 720

6. f&HVIC

W= EH B EEDVH o7z ZIIEBAIIRE SN HEFICLHFIrNL TN L, L
BLTWDid, UEOZHMERIEEZH L OTIE AL, HRZENZTILIHLOTHL L)
ZEPEoTe NN CEDLSE L TV BENFEIIRETIE R, ZO8REZBRT
B ENERMICRELREREFFOZ L LMo PO BRI L D TIE R WIES ) D
—APACNFEF TER LZREE, V- AHFOLOEBEEFRT 5 e rbiffof, ¥
Y= FIWERLTEADN DOV EEFNTH D, Py —F I a#l L THELDONEDO—GZ A |
W DPERLOVFR ZHE L Z LR TE LI IZE S,

SE
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