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How is -te hosii used in spoken/written Japanese?

oA
Shino Takanashi

This paper discusses -te hosii in Japanese. The usage of -te hosii is usually divided into
three types such as 1) a request, 2) a desire for someone to take action, 3) a desire for a
situation/event to occur. We investigate some corpuses of spoken/written Japanese in order
to clarify how -te hosii is actually used. As a result, -te hosiz is used in many different ways,
not only in spoken language and written language, but it also depends on the type of texts
that are written, such as newspapers, magazines, Yahoo blogs and Yahoo Chie-bukuro. In
some cases -te hosii is used to give advice rather than making a request. It also is some-
times used to imply that the speaker/writer is dissatisfied with the situation. This demon-

strates that -fe hosii has various meanings rather than how it is usually perceived.
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