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Margaret Mead's Personal View of Ruth Benedict Found in “Search:
1920-1930”
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Every description is a description from a particular point of view. In a section called
“Search: 1920-1930” in Anthropologist at Work, Margaret Mead describes the turbulent years
at Columbia University between 1920-1930. In her description of Franz Boas, it is clear that
Mead had great respect for Boas’ commitment to anthropology and his courage to stand up
for his beliefs. On the other hand, Mead puts a little too much emphasis on how anthro-
pology saved Benedict from her boring middle class domestic life with her self-absorbed
husband. The word search in the title of this section not only refers to Benedict’s search for
something that gave meaning to her life, but also to Boas’ search for patterns in different

cultures, and search for the role of anthropologists in times of war.
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Now God be thanked who took him at that hour,
Who let him die, flushed in an hour of dreaming,.
Nothing forever shall have any power

To strip his bright election of its seeming.

He is most blest. There was great splendour dying,
Then when our faith made all man’s hell a cleanness,
Then when our vision flashed like strong birds flying

Before we had known victory and its meaning.

We are wise now and weary. Hopes he knew
Are perished utterly as a storm abated.

One mocker yet shall leap as flame wind-taken
Down dreadful years: Unknowing what they do.
Our sons shall chant his words, and go elated,

Dying like him; like him with faith unshaken.
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