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Research in Cultural Diversities in Postwar U.S.A.
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This section of An Anthropologist at Work that we are translating includes the chapters,
“The Postwar Years: The Gathered Threads” by Margaret Mead and “Recognition of Cultural
Diversities in the Postwar World” by Ruth Benedict. Both of these papers describe the urgent
need after the war for Americans to understand the cultures of the countries that they
defeated in the war and that they were now to occupy. Benedict felt this urgency more than
anyone else. She wanted to make sure that the Americans understood the Japanese people
and made their decisions wisely. She wrote the book Chrysanthemum and the Sword for
this purpose. Benedict’s commitment to seeking world peace by understanding ways in which
other people live their lives is described in “Recognition of Cultural Diversities in the Postwar
World”.

In “The Postwar Years” Mead describes somewhat bitterly, how after the death of Franz
Boas, Benedict worked on the book Chrysanthemum and the Sword almost secretly without
consulting her colleagues. The book was a huge success and offers of funding poured in,
allowing Benedict to apply her analysis of national character to other countries. This research

took Benedict to Europe. But on her return to New York Benedict passed away.
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Yesterday evening as I hung over the radio at seven o’clock I kept thinking “I want to send

Bob a telegram of thanksgiving.” 1T was as happy that the slaughter had been stopped and as

proud of the way Japan had brought it about and so thankful for the role the Emperor played,

and I couldn’t think of anyone who would understand all those feelings as well as you would
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