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A Translation of Margaret Mead’s Article on

Ruth Benedict's Years as Franz Boas’ Left Hand

¥ oW = T 8 H t T
Atsuko Kikuchi Nanako Fukui

The translation of the massive 583-page book “An Anthropologist at Work” was started by
Professor Fukui and myself towards the end of 2009. It has been a slow process, finding time
between our other university commitments, but we have now translated about two-thirds of
the book. The book has never been translated into Japanese before, probably because of its
sheer volume. Some may wonder why we are translating this book that was first published
back in 1959. This is a legitimate question because most translators choose to translate books
that have been published more recently. We feel, however, that the content of this book is as
relevant to our society today as it was back in 1959. Today, we live in a society facing
constant fear of the unknown. The so-called “Islamic State” is something that most of us do
not understand and is something which we simply label as “evil”. However, if we look back
into history, Japan was once considered an “evil state” by the people of other countries. But
in those days of World War II when discrimination against the Japanese was rampant, there
was an anthropologist who took the time to meticulously collect data about the unknown and
who tried her best to examine the Japanese mind without any bias. That was Ruth Benedict.
For that, we think that it is well worth translating this book now. Her writing teaches us how
important it is for us, as scholars, to maintain an open mind, and how we have the duty to
prevent our society from rushing into mass hysteria against the unknown.

The particular chapter we translated for this article describes the days towards the end of
World War II when the US was anticipating Japan’s defeat and was getting ready to occupy
Japan. The US at the time had the good foresight to employ many anthropologists to study
their enemy before they put together their policy on how to occupy Japan. The events of this
period are described in this chapter by Margaret Mead. It is clear from the writing that at a
time when the public mind was filled with emotional bias and discrimination, anthropologists
(and linguists) did their best in maintaining an objective, scientific view. At the same time,
however, we find in Mead’s writing, some of her personal issues finding its way into the way
in which she describes the course of events. Although Mead describes in great detail the
important role played by anthropologists at the time, she merely skims over how Benedict
came to be involved in her research on the Japanese mind. The reason for this is described in

the introduction preceding the translation.
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& L CHED 72— “The Years as Boas’ Left Hand” (An Anthropologist at Work : 1965 : 341-355)
[R7ZOFBE LCORA] OFRTH D, ZOZEINAT A 7 bAEN2L D2 HT - R
T5EVo72bDTIELRL, NAT A7 FERT XAOMHBBEROFRK. €L TXATA 27 PO
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NEFOTH TR v a v 2B L00TNLE LSOV TTHL, TNEEERT
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KFFEEFDIRE H 2 & TUUANFEZE DL  SEFHERS (Office of War Information) 12
Etpishizz e, 72574 7 MPHARUZEZ G 2 ICE 72 R E b I — Fo
HEPSEPN TS, FND729D12 Anthropologist at Work D7z 7> Tld & D& (3 B m O &
ELTERENTE .
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at Work = 1965 : 352)
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