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We should focus on the following three aspects when researching the relationship of Chinese
language and modern era in the East Asia language environment: modernization of Chinese
language; modernization of Chinese linguistic research; and the relationship between modern-
ization of the Chinese language and modernization of East Asia. This paper discusses these
issues from the perspectives of the range of research objects, methodologies, and the unique
features of the language materials. The paper also takes into consideration the tremendous
impact that Japanese resources and theories have had on the modernization of the Chinese
and on research on the Chinese language. These influences are far different from those
included in the “phenomenon of Europeanized grammar”. At the same time, Chinese char-
acters and the Chinese language have been the only media through which Asia has received
Western civilization, and thus had played an important role in the process of modernization in
East Asia.
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