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Issues and Prospects for Developing Practical Communication Skills
in Japanese Language Teachers: Based on Cases Observed

in a Student Teachers’ Teaching Practicum

[ S I

Momoyo Shimazu
VAN I (S o

Tomoko Matsuura

This report introduces activities conducted during a Japanese Language Teaching
Practicum, which is a component of a Japanese Language Teacher Training Program. It also
attempts to consider how practical communication skills—one of the essential competencies
listed under the skills required of Japanese language teachers—can potentially be developed
during the teaching practicum. This practical communication skill is crucial for teachers
themselves to generate communication in practice, whether in managing and administering
lessons, building relationships with learners, or, most importantly, enabling learners to acquire
communication skills in Japanese. Keeping this in mind, this report introduces several exam-
ples drawn from students’ classroom observation reports, their practicum lesson contents, and
reflection reports completed as part of the Japanese Language Education Practicum offered
at Kansai University's Faculty of Foreign Language Studies in 2024. We aim to use this
report as a starting point for proposing practical activities that will help the practicum

students themselves become more conscious of practical communication skills.
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