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For Her Own Safety
She was allowed photographs.
She ran her fingertips around frames, tears
welling. But she didn't lament; she just wished

they hadn’'t removed the glass.
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Homework
Homework sits on top of Sunday, squashing Sunday flat.
Homework has the smell of Monday, homework’s very fat.
Heavy books and piles of paper, answers I don't know.
Sunday evening's almost finished, now I'm going to go
Do my homework in the kitchen. Maybe just a snack,
Then Tl sit right down and start as soon as I run back
For some chocolate sandwich cookies. Then I'll really do
All that homework in a minute. First I'll see what new
Show they've got on television in the living room.
Everybody's laughing there, but misery and gloom
And a full refrigerator are where I am at.

I'll just have another sandwich. Homework's very fat.
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As she said this, she looked up, and there was the Cat again, sitting on a branch of a

tree.

“Did you say pig, or fig?” said the Cat.
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“T said pig,” replied Alice.
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All This
Your arm and hand cock back instinctively, although they have never moved like this
before, because your firstborn has taken a piece of your thigh between her two-year-
old, sharp and white incisors, and it surprises you to find your arm in this position, you
who dress her naked dolls so they won't look cold, but her teeth take deeper hold and
drive everything out of your head except, oddly, your own father saying “silly bitch”
when you were five and left your bike out in the rain and also the sound, so compel-
ling, of skin hitting skin and, even more oddly, something your aunt told you about
your grandfather boxing your father's ear so bad it bled rough red stuff from the
eardrum—all this, even the love you feel for both these men, rushes through you so
fast you understand for the first time—your hand descends—the phrase “seeing red”
and the only thing between your hand and child is your puny intellect scared shitless
in some corner, so that just before your hand hits the tender part of her thigh, the
part you had kissed just twenty minutes ago when changing her diaper and before she
screams, your daughter looks at you first in disbelief and then in complete comprehen-
sion, as though, perhaps, she knew these stories all along, and you wonder, with terror,

as you've never wondered before, if this is the history you've been trying to write.
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Copycats
Our town is famous for its deep, beautiful mountain gorges spanned by one-lane
bridges, and it is from these bridges that local would-be suicide typically jump. On a
recent bright October morning, a young man, a student at the university, was found
dead at the bottom of a gorge by two hikers. Police discovered in the student’s dormi-

tory room a torn scrap of paper on which were scrawled the words

can't

g0 on

and the death was ruled a suicide. This news was a great shock to the student’s
friends and family, who knew him as fun-loving, even hedonistic, and much was said
about how you can't truly know anyone, and how each of us, ultimately, is alone in the
world.

In the days that followed, a rash of copycats suicide ensued, each with his own
scrawled suicide note explaining that he too could no longer go on, and that it was
only the first student’s decisive act that convinced him there was a way out. Further
misery and mourning overtook the community and high fences were promptly erected
atop the bridge railings.

Not long afterward, the original suicide’s roommate returned from a vacation and
presented to police the rest of the paper that the suicide note had been torn from.

Restored, the note now read:

Midterms over, dude! I totally can't
wait for this party. You can go on

without me if I'm late.—B.

Around this time police also discovered the suicide’s hat caught in the branches of
a tree growing in the gorge, and a scrap of fabric caught in a bramble which matched
the suicide’'s ripped pants. They theorized that the student had attended a party,
gotten drunk, lost his hat in a gust of wind and fallen to his death attempting to

retrieve it.
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Through still in mourning, the young man’s family was consoled to hear that their
relative had not been so unknowable after all. However, the parents of the copycats
have sued the police department and are expected to be awarded more than fifteen

million dollars in damages.
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Midterms over, dude! I totally can't
wait for this party. You can go on

without me if I'm late.—B.
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Lipogram for a Passover Turkey Knife
In days of old, scimitar-swinging warriors struck mighty varmints
with skillful swords, slicing in uniform blows until stacks of juicy
hunks burnt scrumptiously upon smoky coals. Humans of today
lack such manly vigor and cunning know-how. That's why Magna's
Compact Victual Cutlass is your handy chum, particularly on holidays
and similar important dining occasions, at which unvarying chow width
1s a must. Call to mind, won't you, Grandma’s famous animosity toward
nonproportional foodstuffs? A Magna-brand shiv is your crucial tool for
maintaining familial harmony on days of holy sup. Buy a Magna now, sit
back, and tuck it in without worry. Magna: Sharp Shanks for Choosy

Culinarians.
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