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The Necessity of Relearning Elementary Grammar Items for Academic Writing:
A Case study of Wa as a Contrast Marker
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Abstract :

The main purpose of this paper is to propose the concept of relearning elementary grammar
items. Focusing on the contrast marker wa in Japanese, this paper argues that advanced
learners need to relearn elementary grammar items to improve their academic writing. In
this paper, relearning refers to selectively revisiting elementary grammar items and providing
targeted instruction based on learners’ specific needs, ensuring that they acquire the necessary
skills for effective use. Advanced learners often misuse wa as a contrast marker, primarily by
omitting it when required. An analysis of Japanese textbooks conducted in this paper reveals
that elementary-level textbooks focus solely on explicit contrast markers and provide limited
instruction. Moreover, textbooks for intermediate and higher-level learners offer little additional
guidance on wa. Conversely, an investigation into academic writings in the humanities and
social sciences conducted in this paper demonstrates that wa is used in a wide variety of
contexts, covering both explicit and implicit contrasts. The findings indicate a significant gap
between the way wa is taught and how it is actually needed in academic writing. To bridge

this gap, relearning wa as a contrast marker is essential.
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