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The oral proficiency interview has long been a mainstay of assessing speaking ability in a
second language, and is the primary method of testing for less commonly taught
languages. The interview is task-based and modular, with discrete tasks devised to
provide evidence of a speaker’s fluency, accuracy, and coherence, and, as will be argued,
evidence of interactional, strategic, situational, socio-pragmatic, and pragma-linguistic
proficiency. Role plays are a component of most OPI formats, with variants at elementary,
limited working proficiency, and working proficiency levels of assessment. While the
primary assessable focus of role plays has been centered on the target speech act, many
other indicators of pragmatic proficiency are often overlooked. The presentation will
address how the unassessed facets of pragmatic proficiency could be integrated into a
scalar rather than binary scoring system for the role play, and how rater training could be
modified to identify finer shades of pragmatic proficiency.
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