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Abstract:

Improving second language pronunciation skills is often equated to accent reduction.
But in fact, global pronunciation proficiency is comprised of multiple related but distinct
global speech dimensions: intelligibility (actual understanding), comprehensibility
(ease/difficulty of understanding), fluency (fluidity/flow of speech), and accentedness
(how different from a reference target the speech sounds). After discussing how and
why these dimensions are considered related but distinct with examples, we focus on
why current researchers and teachers are interested in improving those aspects of
pronunciation that hinder meaning as opposed to those that simply identify a speaker as
being from a particular place or language background. In the second part of this talk we
examine key features of English speech that affect intelligibility and comprehensibility
and consider practical ways we can practice to improve comprehensibility.
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