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Group discussions can be a way to get students interacting with each
other in English for long stretches of time. In this workshop, one
approach to incorporating discussions into content-based Listening &
Speaking classes will be introduced. By providing students with three
main areas to focus on, the course textbook topics and activities are
incorporated to move students toward three speaking targets. In group
discussions, students (1) use specific vocabulary from the textbook,

(2) include discussion strategies, and (3) express opinions and ideas
with explanations, reasons, and details. From week 1, students
understand that they should be working on these three targets in every
discussion that they have. Some of the simple classroom activities we
do —such as using word cards — to work on these areas of speaking will
be explained.
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