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Lexical facility:
Size and speed as measures
of second language vocabulary
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Academic language tests are tests of power, in which the focus is on elicitin
learner knows and not on g)eed, that is, how fast this knowIedFe can be accesse
in a class quiz or a standardised test like TOEIC, language knowledge is typical
into discrete bits and the learner needs to demonstrate mastery of these hits.i
responses. The amount of time for the test is fixed but individual item
freely. For any %iven learner some items are answered quickly and some
effort. The total score on the test thus reflects the items correctly answeret
about how long they took to answer.

hometric theory and practice, power and speed are treated as strictl
nsions of little mutual relevance. But is thisghe case for language profi€
ires any knowledge displayed in a test to alst gssech gl and e
ressure of real-time language use. As access S iti
hy it is not typically a part of language testing?

In this talk | will present an approach to the measure
that combines both vocabulary size and speed of access
facility. In the first part the historical reasons for the neg
testing will be reviewed. Then the lexical facility accoun
theoretical and methodological issues that arise when atte
and speed measures. Empiri idence is then presented
has investigated lexical fa several domains of English f¢

the implications of incorp g explicit speed measures for VOi
assessment (e.g. washba e briefly discussed.




