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With a number of major international events planned to be held in Japan in
the near future, such as the Rugby World Cup scheduled for later this year,
the 2020 Summer Olympics and Expo 2025, as well as overall increasing
government and industry pressure to create globally competent human
resources at the higher education level, the need to raise awareness of global
issues among students seems apparent. Yet, such need is often overlooked in
EFL classrooms, in favour of developing and reinforcing the more traditional
four skills. This presentation will consider why and how global issues
awareness can be incorporated in existing curricula in both listening/speaking
and reading/writing classes. It will provide concrete examples of issues
addressed and how they can be linked to textbook units, as well as of
assessment options and resources available to those interested in actively
incorporating global issues in the classroom.
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