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Between the 15th and 20th centuries, Europeans colonised most parts of the word, establishing new
political entities and imposing their languages for administration and education. With liberation
from colonialism in the 20th century, new multilingual nation states were created that had to make
important decisions about the roles of indigenous and colonial languages for administration,
business, and education within their borders. These sociolinguistic choices and their consequences
will be examined in an attempt to identify principles for language policies in a postcolonial and
increasingly globalised world.




