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At the 163rd Special Study Seminar, Professor Edisher Phutkaradze, Professor Georgia
Sokhumi State University, gave a lecture on the topic of "Criminal Law in Multicultural
Societies."First of all, even in Prof. Phutkaradze, which has been studied in many countries,
including Germany and the United States, there are surprises in the large number of literature
in the libraries of Kansai University, and it was praised that the university was a wonderful
research environment. As a result of his research during his stay at the university, he declared
that he would write a book on the Japanese Penal Code in his home country.

In modern societies, a multicultural phenomenon occurs due to the convergence of religions
and cultures. This creates diversity of individual beliefs that are inconsistent with
multiculturalism and the values and ideas of others. This leads to conflicts that lead to criminal
crimes. The focus of this speech is on how to address this issue. First of all, going back to the
concepts of culture and religion, it was stated in detail how criminal acts based on religious
conviction should be dealt with under the criminal law, especially against the background of
the constitutional guarantee of religious freedom. The material was constitutional debate

under the German Basic Law, as well as discussions on emergency evacuation under the



German Penal Code, and discussions on conviction and conscience offenses.

This lecture is only part of the manuscript prepared by Prof. Phutkaradze (as many as 100
pages!) and is an introduction to the far-reaching concept. While this was very regrettable, it
was extremely novel to point out the various problems posed by criminal law scientists in a
country where the East-West culture of Georgia intersected and multiculturalism arose, and
it was very meaningful to consider crimes with religious backgrounds in Japan.

Questions and answers included questions about the refusal of blood transfusions by
Jehovah's Witnesses believers. Prof. Phutkaradze explained the current situation in Georgia.
Unfortunately, the number of participants in this study meeting was very small. However,
there was a very close question-and-answer session and discussion among a few participants,

and the workshop was a great success.
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