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At the 162nd Special Study Seminar, Professor Emil W. Plywaczewski, Professor of Polish
University of Bialystok, gave a lecture on the background of academic exchanges centering on
criminal law between Poland and Japan. First, the contributions of the three pioneers involved
in academic exchanges between Poland and Japan, namely Prof. Kenichi Nakayama, Prof.
Keiichi Yamanaka, and Prof. Minoru Yokoyama, to the exchanges were introduced in detail.
Next, the University of Cologne Institute of Criminology and the Institute addressed the key
roles played by Poland in developing the interaction between Polish and Japanese criminal
law scholars. In addition, the current state of academic exchanges between Poland and Japan
between 1990 and 2000 was introduced. In particular, Professor Plywaczewski's first visit to

Japan (1996) and the accompanying interaction with Japanese criminal law scholars were



mentioned. Second, the German-Japanese-Polish Penal Code colloquium was held twice by
Alexander von Humboldt scholars (the first was held in 1997 and the second was held in 1999)
to highlight the concurrent launch of an international publication from Bialystok School of
Criminology. In addition, there were other events in which Japanese and Polish criminal law
scholars participated between 1990 and 2000, depicting the exchange between criminal law
scholars in both countries. Finally, as a form of academic exchange between Poland and Japan
in the 21st century, the above-mentioned colloquium of criminal law between Germany, Japan
and Poland has evolved further, and Turkish scholars have also joined. As for Japan-Poland
relations, it was pointed out that Prof. Keiichi Yamanaka and Prof. Minoru Yokoyama, two of
the foregoing pioneers, played central roles and further developed. In addition, as Volume 9
of the above-mentioned publications, he published his collection of ancient celebrations and
stated that many Japanese criminal law scholars contributed to the publication.

This speech illustrates how many prominent Japanese criminal law scholars have interacted
with Polish criminal law scholars and have influenced each other to contribute to the
development of criminal law in both countries. By showing a large number of pictures, they
aroused the memory of the audience and were deeply impressed. This speech is also a
summary of the book Crime in Japan and its Control, which is scheduled to be published next
year. It is hoped that this book will be published for the further development of criminal justice

in both countries.
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