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At the 161st Special Study Seminar, Professor Emeritus Mitsumasa Matsuo of Kyushu University
gave a lecture on the theme of "System of Attribution under the Penal Code."The content of the lecture
was highly ambitious and innovative in an attempt to reconstruct the current common theory, the
three-stage criminal doctrine, from the viewpoint of attribution. The core methodology of pine theory
was discussed from various directions, contrasting with the conventional "common sense" view. The
items cited were the relationship between causality and attribution and the analysis of normative
perspectives. In particular, the focus was on the Code of Conduct, and it was emphasized that the
system of criminal theory should be reconstructed as a system of attribution as a system of the Code
of Conduct. In addition, the conclusions on specific issues included a detailed narrative of penalties,
justification for legitimate defence, emergency evacuation, and self-help, the issue of subjective
attribution of intent and negligence (with particular emphasis on the significance of orientation based

on analytical philosophy), responsibility, attempts, and complicity.

In response to the report by Matsuo, Prof. Koichi Kawaguchi introduced the significance of the
orientated behavior theory from the recent debate on conduct in Germany, and connected the content

of the Matsuo report to the necessity of normative consideration. Next, Prof. Masatsuna Morinaga



asked how Matsuo's theory resolves specific cases (trunk-following death cases and Osaka Minami
Port cases), whether he is in favor of the doctrine of protecting legal interests, and how to interpret
recent cases of card-replacement theft by taking a formal objective theory of how to initiate its
implementation. Finally, Prof. Rikizo Kuzuhara reviewed all of the Matsusei articles on accomplices
to date and asked questions on specific issues related to accomplices, such as the problems arising
from the adoption of the retroactive prohibition theory, the pros and cons of the obligation to prevent

crimes based solely on aiding, and the objections to the Yoshikatsu Naka theory.

Subsequently, a general debate was held, and Prof. Matsuo answered questions from the above three
debates. Questions were asked by the venue and online participants on the issues that arose further,

and very vigorous discussions were held.
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