
Prof. Koji ICHII, Dr.Eng., P.E. (Jp.)
Seminar Group Theme: Performance-based Seismic Design

Seismic design of structures is the basis for 
earthquake disaster mitigation. This seminar 
focuses on the performance-based seismic 

design of various types of structures. Students are expected 
to work on issues related to the practical procedure of 
performance-based seismic design.
E-mail: ichiik@kansai-u.ac.jp

Prof. Shigeo HOSOKAWA, Ph.D.
Seminar Group Theme: Industrial System Safety

Industrial systems such as power plants, 
petrochemical complexes, steel mills and 
mechanical systems are essential for modern 

society and daily life. Their safety deeply depends on the 
mechanical characteristics, and their heat and fluid flow 
systems. This seminar focuses on the safety of industrial 
systems from the viewpoint of mechanical engineering, 
especially thermal-fluid dynamics. The main research topics 
are understanding, and control and monitoring of heat and 
fluid flows for system safety.
E-mail: hosokawa@kansai-u.ac.jp

Vladimir Enrique Guzmán Javier
My name is Vladimir Enrique Guzmán Javier, 
and I am originally from the Dominican 
Republic. I have over eight years of experience 
as a disaster management professional, 

collaborating with government, academic, and professional 
sectors. Since 2020, I have served as a lecturer at 
Ibero-American University (UNIBE). In 2023, I began my 
Ph.D. studies in the PDM with support from the JICA 
scholarship.

My journey in the PDM started in Fall 2023 under the 
supervision of Professor Koji Ichii. My research focuses on 
earthquake disaster mitigation, seismic design, and 
earthquake engineering, with emphasis on seismic risk and 
resilience. Specifically, 
I evaluate the seismic safety of 
heritage buildings to enhance 
disaster prevention. Safeguarding 
these cultural assets is crucial, 
and visual screening provides 
insights for reinforcement. My 
study targets heritage buildings in Santo Domingo, a region 
with moderate seismic activity in the Dominican Republic.

In May 2025, I presented my research titled “COMPARISON 
OF RESULTS OF SEISMIC SAFETY EXERCISES IN THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND JAPAN” at the 6th Asian 
Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction (ACUDR), where I 
received a presentation award. 

Through my studies, I aim to contribute to disaster mitigation 
by advancing seismic assessments that protect heritage 
buildings and support community well-being through greater 
seismic awareness.

Prof. Shingo NAGAMATSU, Ph.D.
Seminar Group Theme: Economics of Disasters and 
Policy Analysis for Disaster Reduction

This seminar focuses on disaster 
management policy as regards economics. 

Students are expected to learn economic theory of disasters 
and policy analysis skills such as econometric analysis and 
cost benefit analysis (CBA), and write academic papers that 
can contribute to support or challenge existing disaster 
management theories. Students are expected to also have 
compassion, an accurate knowledge of scientific facts and 
policy practices, and an analytical mind to study policies 
under economic and public policy theory.
E-mail: nagamatu@kansai-u.ac.jp

Prof. Yoshihiro OKUMURA, Ph.D.
Seminar Group Theme: Disaster Reduction and 
Resilient Society

This lecture focuses on a broad field for 
disaster reduction and measures for a 

resilient society against a mega disaster, ranging from the 
mechanism of natural disasters, analysis of people’s 
evacuation behavior, and implementation of research. The 
following topics are an example of what will be covered; 
(1) a tsunami source modeling, (2) numerical analysis of 
tsunami propagation and inundation, (3) numerical analysis 
of structural response to a tsunami, (4) development of an 
evacuation simulation model focusing on evacuation start, 
and (5) evacuation behavior observation by using UAV.
E-mail: okumura@kansai-u.ac.jp

Prof. Tomofumi KOYAMA, Ph.D.
Seminar Group Theme: Geo-disaster Prevention and 
Mitigation

Recently many geo-disasters (such as 
landslides, slopes collapsing, and 

liquefaction) have occurred due to torrential rainfall and 
earthquakes. This seminar focuses on the mechanism of 
geo-disasters caused by torrential rainfall and earthquakes, 
and their structural and non-structural countermeasures. 
Students are expected to come up with solutions to problems 
related to geo-disaster prevention measures and mitigation 
using computer simulations, field measurement/monitoring 
and in-situ/laboratory experiments. Students are also 
expected to write academic papers and make a presentation 
at the international/domestic conferences.
E-mail: t-koyama@kansai-u.ac.jp

Prof. Kenji KOSHIYAMA, Ph.D.
Seminar Group Theme: Urban Disaster Reduction 
Planning

Globalization and urbanization create new 
risks of disaster in our society. This seminar 

focuses on the mechanism of new disaster occurrence and 
the methodology for disaster reduction from the viewpoint 
of urban design and planning. Students can learn the 
disaster management cycle, the vulnerability approach, 
hazard and recovery simulations, environmental design for 
after disasters, and urban planning for disasters.
E-mail: k-koshi@kansai-u.ac.jp

Jallal Pierre Samy
Studying in the PDM program has been one of 
the most rewarding experiences of my 
academic and personal journey. Coming from a 
project management background, I joined this 

programme with the aim of deepening my understanding of 
international risk reduction frameworks, particularly the 
Hyogo and Sendai frameworks, and their implementation in 
different national contexts.

My research focuses on the resilience of Mediterranean 
countries to natural disasters and the real influence of United 
Nations recommendations on their risk management policies. 
Throughout my studies, I have gained a clearer understanding 
of risk governance, coordination between actors, and the 
challenges of applying international frameworks at the local 
level.

What I appreciate most about the 
PDM program, apart from its 
interdisciplinary approach, is the 
many opportunities for meetings 
and exchanges. 
The balance between theory, case 
studies and field perspectives has enabled me to develop a 
rigorous and realistic understanding of the challenges of 
disaster risk management.  Discussions with professors with 
varied international experience, 
as well as with students from 
different backgrounds, broaden 
one’s way of thinking.

Karina Aprilia Sujatmiko
Lecturer, 
Bandung Institute of Techonology

Prof. Daisuke ITO, Dr.Eng.
Seminar Group Theme: Injury Prevention Engineering

Injuries are caused by excessive force 
applied to the human body and can occur in 
various situations (during natural disasters, 

traffic accidents, daily life, and so on). In this seminar, we 
will study the mechanism of injury occurrence from a 
mechanical perspective, and explore methods to prevent 
and mitigate injury. Research methods include computer 
simulation with human FE models, experiments, case 
studies, and statistical analysis of accidents. Students 
interested in studying the mechanical and non-mechanical 
factors that lead to serious injury are also welcome.
E-mail: dito@kansai-u.ac.jp

Prof. Katsuyuki KAMEI, Ph.D.
Seminar Group Theme: Risk Management

A social risk management approach is vital 
in our modern society as we face 
complicated social risks. In this course, we 

try to study the general principle of organizational risk 
management and its practice from a social risks 
management viewpoint. The topics addressed in this 
seminar include (1) contemporary risk control and risk 
finance, (2) organization of risk management, (3) risk 
information disclosure as a means of risk communication, 
(4) strategy and risk management, (5) leadership and crisis 
management and (6) SMEs and risk management, etc.
E-mail: kamei@kansai-u.ac.jp

QR

Thesis Title:
Factors affecting the initiation of Tsunami evacuation

Wongsuriyanan Chayanee
Lecturer and Program Director of B.Sc. 
Paramedicine, Chulabhorn Royal Academy /
Head of Research, HRH Chulabhorn Princess 
Disaster and Emergency Medicine Center 

Thesis Title:
Developing a Disaster Risk Reduction Intervention for 
Students with Visual Impairment

Brazao Mendes Mario Domingos
Expert of Disaster Risk Reduction – Nampula 
Province, 
National Institute for Disaster Management 
and Risk Reduction (INGD) – Mozambique

Thesis Title:
Making the Community-based Early Warning System Work
‒ A Case Study of CBEWS for Flood Evacuation in the 
Licungo River Basin in Mozambique

Chrioni Tshiswaka Tshilumba
Associate Professor, 
Institut Superieur d’Architecture et 
d’Urbanisme

Thesis Title:
Assessing Urban Vulnerability and Resilience against 
Natural Hazards: Case of Goma City in DR. Congo and 
Japanese Prefectures




