International

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW:
The Ph.D. in Disaster
Management (PDM) is a
three-year program fostering
advanced research and

analytical skills in disaster management. Students
take at least three elective lectures and join seminar
classes to develop their doctoral thesis under the
guidance of a full-time professor. All courses are
taught in English. Students also participate as
co-researchers in faculty projects, gaining practical
experience and opportunities to publish papers. In
the final stage, they complete a dissertation on a
selected topic with supervision.

w9 ACTIVITIES

PDM provides opportunities for
academic and professional
engagement:

* PDM Seminar: Held twice a year with external
experts sharing the latest insights in disaster risk
management.

* Networking Event: Includes flash talks and poster
sessions with students from other universities to
enhance presentation skills and academic
exchange.

Access

SCHOLARSHIP:

Kansai University provides financial support for
selected students. See Application Guidelines for
details.

APPLICATION ADMISSIONS:

The program welcomes students whose first
language is not Japanese. Applicants must have
strong English proficiency and a Master’s degree (or
expected completion).

Enrollment is available in April or September.
Contact your prospective supervisor in advance.

More details: e
https://kansaigradsch.kansai-u.ac.jp/english/eng/ ﬁ{f :

Kansai University Takatsuki Muse Campus

Take the Airport
Express “Haruka” from

JR Kansai International
Airport and get to
Shin-Osaka.

Change to the JR Kyoto
line and take the train
to Kyoto, and get off
at Takatsuki station.
(About 90 min. from
Kansai International
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Graduate School of Societal Safety Sciences
Kansai University

Kansai University Takatsuki Muse Campus
7-1 Hakubai-cho, Takatsuki-shi, Osaka 569-1098 Japan
Tel: +81-72-684-4000

E-mail: safety_science@ml.kandai.jp
http://www.kansai-u.ac.jp/Fc_ss/

Cou
The Kansai University Ph.D. course in Disaster
Management (PDM) will equip students with
advanced analytical skills in disaster management,
including disaster prevention, disaster reduction,
accident prevention and safety, and risk management
for both natural and human-made disasters. The
curriculum combines interdisciplinary training in

engineering, economics, psychology, and management

to develop leaders with innovative approaches to
disaster reduction and societal risk management.

The Kansai region, where the program is located, is
one of Japan’s most disaster-prone areas, facing both
natural and human-made disasters. The 1995 Great
Hanshin-Awaji (Kobe) Earthquake was one of the
most severe earthquakes in history. The region has
also experienced large-scale floods and landslides,
such as those caused by Typhoon No.12 in 2011. At
the same time, Kansai has faced serious human-made
disasters, including large-scale industrial accidents,
transportation accidents, and infrastructure failures in
densely populated urban and industrial areas.
Moreover, the region is exposed to another major

threat: recurring earthquakes along the Nankai Trough

every 90—-150 years.

The maximum possible magnitude of the next Nankai
Trough earthquake is estimated to reach as much as
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M9.1, designating it a catastrophe of national concern.
In parallel, the growing complexity of modern society
has increased the risk of large-scale human-made
disasters, making comprehensive disaster prevention,
disaster reduction, accident prevention and safety, and
risk management indispensable.

Our faculty members have long been engaged in
disaster research and recovery, building strong
networks with local communities and government
agencies. They work closely with national and local
stakeholders to reduce future disaster and societal
risks through practical research and collaboration.

With this environment full of opportunities for applied
study, PDM students learn how disaster management
policy functions through collaboration with scientists,
the media, government, and the private sectorf‘\al’:dv
how academic research contributes to disaster “'" ?

\

management and disaster risk reduction.

Kazuhiko TAKANO, Ph.D.

| Professor, Dean
¢ Graduate School of Societal Safety Sciences

Shingo NAGAMATSU, Ph.D.

Professor, Program Director of PDM





