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SUMMARY

This study examined awareness of the health risks posed by PMZ2.5 in Osaka
Prefecture, Okinawa Prefecture, and Nanjing City. A questionnaire survey was adminis-
tered to respondents of several universities. Respondents were asked to rate their
awareness of PM2.5, including the perceived health risk presented by PMZ2.5 in several
countries, fears regarding PMZ2.5, behavioral intention to take protective actions, effec-
tiveness of their protective actions regarding PMZ2.5, cost-benefit for their protective
actions, and trustworthiness of the information received about PM2.5. The results
showed that the respondents of Okinawa Prefecture perceive a higher degree of health
risk due to PMZ2.5 in Japan than the respondents of Osaka Prefecture and Nanjing City.
On the other hand, the respondents of Osaka Prefecture and Okinawa Prefecture have
a lower level of fear and a lesser amount of behavioral intention to take protective
actions than the respondents of Nanjing City. The results suggested that the difference
in attitudes toward PMZ2.5 between the areas is related to differences in their condi-
tions and social systems.
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