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SUMMARY

Disaster prevention education in schools is an important component for enhancing
community preparation for disasters. This study examines how much knowledge school
teachers have about disaster prevention and how and what they teach about disaster
prevention at school. A web-based questionnaire survey was conducted to teachers at
elementary schools (n = 534), junior high schools (n = 533), and high schools (n =
534). The results revealed that education for disaster prevention was taught by most
elementary school teachers, who also had the most knowledge about disaster preven-
tion. Although teachers have a good understanding about the mechanisms of natural
hazards and the appropriate corresponding behavior in the event of an emergency, and
they teach what they know to students in their schools, they are unaware of the roles
of community safety and support personnel, such as district welfare commissioners and
members of neighborhood association for disaster reduction, during disasters. The study
also discusses the need for teaching materials on the roles these community services
provide during disasters, as well as opportunities for teacher training.
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