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Lessons from the foot—and—-mouth disease pandemic of 2010 in
Miyazaki in terms of emergency management and disaster recovery.
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SUMMARY

This paper surveys the foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) control policy implemented by

the national and Miyazaki prefectural governments during the pandemic from April to July

2010. Several lessons have been learnt from this experience. First, a policy network on

FMD control in Japan is not well established. Second, lack of consistency in the FMD

control policy caused numerous critical problems, some of which still negatively affect the

recovery process of the Miyazaki livestock industry. Third, the inconsistency in the FMD

control policy was caused by the political leadership of the governor of Miyazaki

Prefecture, who was supported by an overwhelming majority. Fourth, the stamping-out

policy for securing FMD-free status should be reconsidered because it would not be the

most cost-effective policy in a worst-case scenario.
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