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Research on Positive Tsunami Countermeasures (2)

—Analysis of Survival Factors Among Tsunami Survivors—
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SUMMARY

In this study, based on newspaper articles regarding the Great East Japan Earthquake,
the “survival factors” of 37 individuals who survived despite being caught in the tsunami
were analyzed. The results revealed that the following actions were crucial as common

»” o«

patterns of “last-ditch efforts”™ “grabbing and clinging,” “climbing and running up,”
“floating and drifting,” and “breathing.” Furthermore, it was revealed that the “presence of
others”—which provides encouragement—is also a crucial factor. This paper proposes the
need to consider the installation of facilities and equipment that utilize these findings on
survival factors. Additionally, the paper examines the risk that the concept of fail-safe

systems may reduce motivation for disaster prevention measures.
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