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Re-examining Tsunami Evacuation Methods

-A Preliminary Experiment in the Mirozu District of Susami Town, Wakayama Prefecture-
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SUMMARY

This research project is conducting action research focused on tsunami disasters
expected to result from the anticipated Nankai Trough earthquake. As part of this project,
this paper reports on a preliminary experiment regarding tsunami evacuation methods
conducted in the Mirozu district of Susami Town, Wakayama Prefecture. On an evacuation
route that includes a slope, the following methods were tested: (1) carrying people on one’s
back, (2) transporting them on a handcart, (3) pulling them up with a camping cart, and (4)
using an electric wheelchair. The study found that there is still room for further
improvement in methods to shorten evacuation times for elderly individuals who are

unable to run to safety.
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