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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is to obtain basic data to ascertain how young people,
who will have to face various risks in their lives in the future, perceive risk images at
present. Therefore, about 900 high school students in Osaka Prefecture were asked how
many people they thought would die (or were expected to die) in relation to various
risks, and their images of these risks were surveyed. The results showed that the
image of risks in daily life (e.g., traffic accidents and fire accidents) was closer to the
actual situation than that of disaster-related risks. Among these, there was a significant
“reality gap” between the actual situation and the image of hypothermia. Compared to
heat disorder, this can be considered to be an underestimation that does not correspond
to the actual situation. In addition, a cross tabulation of median values by grade for life-
related risks showed that older students seemed to have an image that was closer to
the actual situation. Furthermore, when cross-tabulated by the level of interest in
disaster risk reduction, the group with more interest seemed to have an image closer
to the actual situation. In the future, it will be necessary to conduct further surveys of
different groups and analyze the trends in more detail
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