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Revisiting “I couldn’t say no” to participating”

Disaster Research Ethics and Context-Informed Autonomy
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SUMMARY

By revisiting the narrative of “I couldn't say no’ to participating,” this study explores
the concept of autonomy in disaster research ethics. While conventional research ethics
have been grounded on the Kantonian conception of autonomy, it has caused friction
with the practical settings of disaster studies. Accordingly, the author proposes a new
perspective on autonomy called as “context-informed autonomy.” It requires to ensure
the perceived feasibility of non-participation choice for the research subject, with taking

into consideration their situatedness which entails the things beyond their control.
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