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SUMMARY

In textbooks on transportation economics, it is always mentioned that transportation
demand is not elemental but derived demand. People use transportation means to
achieve their elemental purpose such as commuting, studying, or sightseeing. Transport
Is just a tool. So, transport demand depends on several elements such as population,
population composition, economic activities, and land development plan. In this paper, it
will be discussed two points about the term derived demand. First is, in consideration
of severe situations of public transport operators especially in rural areas in Japan,
elemental demand conditions such as aging or population are not mentioned or ignored.
Only the responsibility of transport operators came up for discussion. Second is, in the
early phase, it is described in transportation economics text that also transport demand
1s derived one, it has an important role for economy and society. It is the socioeconom-
ically way of thinking, and the provision of transport infrastructure and supply of trans-
port services are indispensable to modern society. But the basic way of thinking about
transportation economics is changed to microeconomics, in recent texts socioeconomi-
cally basic concept is not given an account in transportation economics. We have to
reconfirm that it is important in the field of transportation economics to consider the

socioeconomic basic concept.
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