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How the COVID-19 was reported by print media?
Content analysis of “reducing contact by 80 percent” in Japanese major newspapers
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SUMMARY

This study explores how the COVID-19 was reported in Japanese media focusing
particularly on ‘reducing contact by 80 percent, an oft-mentioned policy slogan during
the emergency period. Our qualitative content analysis of five major newspapers in
Japan between 1 April and 30 June shows that media agenda had shifted from ‘social-
izing the slogan of ‘reducing contact by 80 percent” to ‘highlighting unachieved status
against this goal, and to ‘reviewing the boundary between science and politics. By and
large, our analysis indicates that Japanese print media coverage were modest and
‘media hype’ was not observed. Rather, the slogan had been emphatically represented as
a ‘scientific’ and thus an uncompromised goal, which might orient people toward self-
restraint behavior. Meanwhile, it may have hindered the public from scrutinizing the

incertitude of scientific expertise which supported governmental decisions.
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