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The Waka poems about Tanabata written by Okura - They are far from mediocrity

UCHI Toshiharu (Graduate School of Letters, Master's Program - Kansai University)

Manyo-shu is the oldest anthology of poetry that has been handed down as codex in Japan.

In Manyo-shu, there are 132 Waka poems about Tanabata. Among them, 12 are written by Yamanoue
no Okura.They have had reputations for mediocrity by previous studies.

We can classify them into two classes according to the speaker's place: Orihime Waka poems and
Hikoboshi Waka poems.

Okura’s Orihime Waka poems are similar to other poets’ works in Manyo-shu. In addition to that, they
are set on July 7th and it is close to the other’s Orthime Waka poems. In brief, they are typical of that of
Orihime Waka poetry in Manyo-shu.

As opposed to that, Okura’s Hikoboshi Waka poems have unique expressions, for example some words
are cited from Chinese poetry. Besides this, the ratio of the poems set on July 7th is exceptionally low. To

sum up, Okura wrote them as innovative poems. They are far from mediocrity.
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The potteries excavated from the Yayoi tombs

Aoi Nishimura (Master’s Degree Program - Kansai University Graduate School)

In this presentation, I will take up the potteries excavated from the Yayoi tombs in the Sea of Japan side
of the Chugoku region of the Japanese archipelago.

From the middle of the Yayoi period, tombs that have been molded natural ground and piled up soil in
this area. At first, a tomb which is square and decorated with stones was built, and later around the end of
the middle of the Yayoi period, a tomb which corner was protruded and stones were stuck to the slope of
the mound.

It is generally explained that "drinking and eating rituals" were held on the graves of Yayoi tombs in this
area.

The discovery of Nishidani No. 3 tomb, which is considered a royal tomb in Izumo City, Shimane
Prefecture, explains that the funeral attendees were used to eat and drink on the tomb, and that is, the
excavated state was "cleaned up" after the funeral.

Now that the cases of tombs in the Sanin area have accumulated, I believe that we are in the stage of
considering the act of dedication, including tombs other than the Nishidani tombs. So, I studied the tomb
before the appearance of Nishidani No. 3.

As a result, in the tombs before the appearance of the Nishidani tombs, there are tombs that are offered
in a complete form and tombs that are crushed and donated in a small piece state. It is noteworthy that in
the late Yayoi period, tombs with large scales and graves were mainly crushed. Furthermore, the small pieces
are part of potteries and cannot be completely restored.

The destruction of such objects and the act of "offering" them can also be seen as "blocking" the buried
person and the world. In this way, the relationship between the mourners and the people of this world is
different from the previous view, and the phenomenon that was cleared up in one word as a "drinking and

eating ritual” is only an act at a particular tomb from a certain time.
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the Southern Song Longquan-Kiln Celadon Excavated in Japan

-Focusing on Hakata, Kyoto and Kamakura-

Linting WANG (Ph.D. Archaeology, Graduate School of Letters + Kansai University)

During the Southern Song Dynasty (57, 1127-1279), the celadon produced by the Longquan kiln
(BERZ) can be divided into two types: the thick base thin glaze with engraved patterners system (/Z/5#
#IZZI7E %#%) and the thin base thick glaze system (GE/EG/ZHI##).

In the Southern Song Dynasty, when international trade was booming, a large amount of Longquan
celadon was imported to Japan as trade ceramics. However, as already pointed out by the previous scholars,
in Japan, the problem of the research on Chinese trade ceramics is away from the history of Chinese
ceramics.

Therefore, based on the production history of Longquan-kiln celadon porcelain in China, the purpose
of this presentation is to elucidate one aspect of the medieval society in Japan and Japan-China exchange
by summarizing the excavated state of the Southern Song Longquan-kiln celadon excavated from Hakata
(#%), Kyoto (7#5) and Kamakura (#£5).

As results of analyzing the excavated and the handed-down artifacts from Hakata, Kyoto and Kamakura,
first, it was found that the Southern Song Longquan celadon excavated and handed down in Japan are like
those found in China in terms of their styles. Second, many of the excavated and handed-down artifacts in
these three areas are of relatively high quality. Third, there are many excavated archaeological sites such as
government office sites, residences of influential groups, temples and shrines, and graves. And finally, as
the place of import and the transfer station in Japan, it was excavated extensively in Fukuoka Prefecture (45
/i7#3). On the other hand, the unearthed items in Kyoto Prefecture (Z7#5/#) and Kanagawa Prefecture (#/
Z/I1E) are mostly limited to Kyoto City and Kamakura City.

As stated above, the Southern Song Longquan celadon has been excavated or handed down widely
throughout Japan, but in fact it can be said that it was distributed in very limited areas and classes. From
such regional differences, it can be evidenced that there was economic inequality (social polarization)

existed remarkably in Japan in the 12th and 13th centuries.





