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After reading many Nihonjinron, I have the same

Ry

I have now been living in Japan for nine years, and
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ety.

is soci
They reflect what most people in this society assume

certainly do. portray an aspect of th

ete.,

"There does not seem to be any difficulty in talking

with you - we seem to understand each other."

that everyone else thinks, and what everyone else does.
But the sociologist and the psychologist must be con-
cerned not only with what is generally believed to be
the norm within a society, but also with how people
actually do think, feel and behave. A description of
what people believe to be the norm, presented as facts
about how people are, works to maintain a kind of

This concern with "Japanese Culture" and with
"Being or not being Japanese" seems to me to be close-
1y connected with the present and long-lived boom in
Nihonjinron: theories of. Japanese personality traits.
every year more and more such books appear. I can

Many, like Amae no Kozo, have become best sellers, and
understand why outsiders to this society should read

that the way Japanese behave now

the result of some mysterious, eternal, "essential .-

is, feel that, think the other?"

ing. "Do not people around you,
"Yes, yes, they do," says the reader.

"that is because they are

and not the results of a partic~
Japanese." The distancé between Hasegawa. Nyozekan's

8

"The Japanese Personality" and Haga Yaichi's Kokumin-
seijuron is not as great as appears at first sight.

1s

Japan, with other Japanese,
1y close to an unconscious form of propagan-
da of great utility to a certain political, economic -

and possibly in the near future, military - system of
. That "a Japanese spirit" exists, and that

being lost, was the excuse used by Mishima for

The assumption that almost all Japanese conform to a
pattern which for instance, means that they can only
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love-suicide. But it is doubtful

whether people of the generations that produced Shin-
Honen or Zeami, or whether even Kusunoki, would
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