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‘Sustainable development’ has emerged as one of the fundamental international principles of
environmental policy. A major challenge is how to fully implement the principle in domestic law and policy.
New Zealand has attempted to incorporate the principle directly into domestic law. This has raised problems
of definition, application and enforcement of such a general principle. New Zealand also has unique
characteristics that demand special consideration. These include preservation of areas of untouched
wilderness, and the claims of Maori who are the indigenous peoples of Aotearoa-New Zealand.

This paper will review progress in implementing sustainability in New Zealand, while addressing these other
unique factors.
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