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An approach to the word formation

patterns of Chinese double-character composite words
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The word formation patterns of Chinese especially of compound verbs in contemporary
Chinese are various. As to which patterns are generative and which are not, there is no unified
opinion. The question on the relationship between word formation pattern and part of speech
of words is more complex. Based on the results of the past and the present and with an
exhaustive statistical method, this thesis analyzes in detail and in depth all the double-character
compound verbs (from the A-titled to the F-titled) in Contemporary Chinese Dictionary
(Revised Version) (Commercial 1996), an authoritative reference book. From the analysis, the
thesis attempts to give new explanation to some questions that have never been discussed and
those that have been discussed but without a reliable conclusion. Therewith, the rules of the
formation patterns of compound verbs are disclosed. Moreover, this thesis confirms the word
formation patterns that are generative, discusses the reasons for their generativity and probes
into the relationship between word formation pattern and the part of speech of words. This
study not only clarifies and gives a reasonable explanation to the complex question, but also
bears some significance in regard to its methodology.
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