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Light

Night

is our parchment

fireflies

flitting

fireflies

glimmering

glowing
Insect calligraphers

practicing penmanship

Six-legged scribblers

of vanishing messages,

Fine artists in flight
adding dabs of light

Signing the June nights

as if they were paintings

flickering
fireflies

fireflies.

Fireflies

Light
is the ink we use

Night

We're
fireflies

flickering

flashing

fireflies

gleaming

Insect calligraphers

copying sentences

Six-legged scribblers

fleeting graffiti

Fine artists in flight

bright brush strokes
Signing the June nights
as if they were paintings
We're

fireflies

flickering

fireflies.

103



104

HLEFEZCEIIZE 45 6 5 (2003 4 10 )

Cicadas

Afternoon, mid-August

Two cicadas singing

Five cicadas humming
Thunderheads northwestward

Twelve cicadas buzzing

the mighty choir’s
assembling

Shrill cica-

das

droning

Three years

spent underground

in darkness

Now they're breaking ground

splitting skins

and singing

rejoicing

fervent praise
for heat and light
their hymn

sung to the sun

Cicadas

Two cicadas singing
Air kiln-hot, lead-heavy

Five cicadas humming

Twelve cicadas buzzing
Up and down the street
the mighty choir’s

assembling

Ci-

cadas
droning

in the elms

Three years

among the roots

in darkness

and climbing up

the tree trunks

and singing
Jubilant

cicadas

pouring out their

fervent praise

their hymn

Cicadas

whining
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whin-

ing

whir-

ring

pulsing

chanting from the treetops
sending

forth their

booming

boisterous

joyful noise!

ci-
cadas

whirring

ci-
cadas

pulsing

chanting from the treetops

sending
forth their
booming

joyful noise!
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I was bornin a

fine old edition of Schiller

We're book lice

who dwell

in these dusty bookshelves.
Later I lodged in

Scott’s works—volume 50

We're book lice

attached

despite contrasting pasts.
One day, while in search of

a new place to eat

We're book lice

who chew

on the bookbinding glue.
We honeymooned in an

old guide book on Greece

We're book lice

fine mates

despite different tastes.
So we set up our home

inside Roget’s Thesaurus

%565 (2003 410 H)

While I started life

in a private eye thriller
We're book lice

who dwell

in these dusty bookshelves.

While I passed my youth
in an Agatha Christie
We're book lice

attached

despite contrasting pasts.

He fell down seven shelves,
where we happened to meet
We're book lice

who chew

on the bookbinding glue.

I missed Conan Doyle,
he pined for his Keats
We're book lice

fine mates

despite different tastes.

Not far from my mysteries,

close to his Horace
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We're book lice

adoring

despite her loud snoring.
And there we've resided,

and there we’ll remain,

We're book-loving

book lice

which I'm certain I read

in a book some months back
that opposites

often are known

to attract.

We're book lice
adoring

despite his loud snoring.

He nearby his Shakespeare,
I near my Spillane

We're book-loving

book lice

plain proof of the fact

that opposites
often are known

to attract.
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