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Professor Steven Ross gave a lecture titled Role Plays on the Oral Proficiency Interview
and Unassessed Pragmatic Proficiency. OPI is an adaptive test in which an examiner
selects tasks for each examinee, depending on his/her responses to prior tasks. Assessment
tasks on the OPI vary in kinds and difficulties and role plays are included. Prof. Ross
examined the success rates of OPI tasks and reported that the success rates of role plays
are high regardless of test takers’ proficiency levels. He pointed out that pragmatic
competence is not sufficiently assessed by the current OPI binary rating system. Prof.
Ross proposed an expanded set of rating criteria for transactional role-play tasks which
require test-takers to be interactional, strategic and pragmatically competent. In the
lecture, some recordings of OPI role plays were played and Prof. Ross explained how
new test tasks and rating scales would work. Prof. Ross’s lecture gave us a lot of
implications for assessment and instruction of L2 speaking. We are grateful to Prof. Ross

for giving us a lecture and to all the people who participated in his lecture.



