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Peter D. Maclntyre is professor of psychology at Cape Breton University
(Canada). His research focusses on the psychology of language and
communication, including anxiety, motivation and willingness to
communicate. He has written books or edited anthologies on Positive
Psychology, Motivational Dynamics. Nonverbal Communication, Teaching
Innovations, and Language Learner Individual Differences.
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Positive psychology has taken root in second language acquisition (SLA)
and is growing rapidly. It provides innovative research directions into
familiar topics, new areas of research, and applications to teaching.
Positive psychology informs traditional topics in language learning but
also introduces new topics not yet widely studied, such as hope,
resiliency, and strengths. This presentation will review the current state
of positive psychology in SLA and propose directions for future
development, including the need for applied classroom research.
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