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L2 Weriters'in Study Abroad Contexts:
Insights from Recent Studies and
Pedagogical Implications
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BEE . Few studies have investigated the effects of study-abroad (SA) experiences on
second language (L2) writing abilities compared to the number of studies that have ;
investigated other forms of L2 knowledge and skills. This is regrettable because writing skills .
in an L2, especially in English as a Lingua Franca, is now indispensable in a highly IT- ‘
intensive world, and SA is one of the means through which L2 literacy can be acquired in
the most appropriately socio-literate manner. In this presentation, | therefore take a broad
view of L2 writing, where text construction requires not only linguistic components such as
vocabulary, syntax, and cohesion but also knowledge of genre and a multi-competent
repertoire of knowledge. | first summarize how the effects of SA on L2 ability and especially
on writing skills have been investigated. | then proceed to how these effects may be better
studied in terms of research target, method, and theoretical orientation. Finally, | plan to
invite the audience to an imagined graduate-level L2 writing class in an English-speaking
university where they might glimpse how a cutting-edge topic is discussed as a simulated
experience of being an L2 writer in a study abroad context.
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