








Course Title: Japanese Society 
Fall Semester, 2 credits

Instructor: Midori Kawahara
Course Description:
This course will provide the participants with a basic understanding of contemporary Japanese society. I will analyze the various characteristics 
of the Japanese people and their way of thinking. I will also cover major social concepts and psychopathological problems in Japan. Participants 
will be required to prepare materials and make brief presentations about topics talked about in class. All students will be expected to participate 
in the discussions.

Course Title: Japanese Popular Culture
(Japanese TV and “Drama”) 
                                									          Fall Semester, 2 credits

Instructor: Robert F. Wittkamp
Course Description: 
In this course we will take a close look at Japanese television. Contrary to the opinion of some scholars, TV in Japan is still extremely 
vibrant. Considering the current international financial crisis, the activities of our free time will take place more and more around or in 
our houses. And that, of course, means more importance will be placed on TV. It will change its form, but its history has always been 
a continuous flow of changing forms. 

TV is important in the production and maintenance of culture. We will examine Japanese TV on two levels, i.e. its diachronic (historical) 
and its synchronic (channel and programming) structures. That involves the question of how a history of something that still continuing 
can be written. We will see how this problem can be solved. Programming is another problem because, for example, what is described in one 
language with only one term (that means “one reality”) can be separated and described in other languages or cultures with different terms 
(that means “other realities”). The Japanese expression “dorama” (“drama”) is a good example of this phenomenon, and since programmes 
like news, documentaries, sports or commercials seem to be always in the focus of TV research, we will concentrate on drama instead. 

Talking about TV means having to watch it. I will introduce different programmes like Anpanman, Kamen raidā (“Masked rider”), or 
Hachiji da yo! Zenin shūgō! (“It’s eight o’clock! Fall in!”) Series like these were, and still are, very important for generations. One cannot 
really claim to know Japan without knowing about them! Anyway, the focus of our course will be on drama in one of its special forms: 
“Keiji drama” (detective dramas like Colombo or Starsky and Hutch in the USA). We are not simply going to watch TV but research, 
even if it means only the first steps.

Course Title: Seminar in Japanology
(The Japanese Language and Society)

Fall Semester, 2 credits
Instructor: Yuriko Kite

Course Description:
This course explores how language is related with society, focusing on Japanese and Japan. I will offer an overview of major issues in 
the filed such as language and context, language contact phenomena (language maintenance and language shift), language policy 
and planning), language use and gender, age, status, etc.  and attitudes toward language.  Students will be asked to collect data in a 
community and use it for presentations.

Course Title: Seminar in Japanology
(The Praxis of Cha-no-yu and the Japanese Language)

Fall Semester, 2 credits
Instructor: A. Stephen Gibbs

Course Description:
This is a weekly five-hour practicum in the rite of hospitable meditation usually [mis-] termed ‘the Tea ceremony’, and will be conducted 
in a fully-equipped Tea-chamber near the Senriyama campus.  According to aptitude and appetite, participants may elect only to learn 
how to comport and enjoy themselves as guests, or also learn how to perform services of Tea, and assist in such.  This constitutes a 
complete retraining in bearing, walking, sitting, and bowing; and such, along with the entirely Japanese environment of the chamber, 
seems to facilitate the holistic acquisition of greater competence in respect-language (keigo), with which many learners have so much 
trouble in the classroom.


