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The 160th Special Workshop "The Frontiers of Theoretical and Empirical Studies on 'Political Talk'
and Democracy" welcomed Tomoya Yokoyama of Gakushuin University as a presenter, who lectured
on his book just published in March of this year ("Talking Politics: The Political Potential of
Interpersonal Communication in Japanese Democracy," Yuhikaku ).The purpose of Prof. Yokoyama's
presentation was to discuss the relationship between everyday conversations about politics and
democracy, based on his book. The main points of Prof. Yokoyama's argument were: 1. contrary to the
general understanding that talking about politics is taboo, people talk about politics quite a bit in
everyday situations; 2. political conversations with intimate people may shorten the psychological
distance to politics, thereby promoting participation in democracy; and 3. political discussions in mini-
publics increase people's knowledge as well as their tolerance for different opinions, but the effect is
not very long-lasting. In his presentation, Prof. Yokoyama emphasized the significance of examining
the effects of the relationship between democracy and "political talk," which tends to be preceded by

normative discussions, based on data collected empirically as well as findings from experiments.

In this workshop, the discussants were Tetsuki Tamura of Nagoya University and Masaki Hata of
Kyoto Prefectural University. Prof. Tamura, from the viewpoint of normative deliberative democracy,

stressed the importance of joining normative theory and empirical findings, and questioned whether,



in the intimate sphere, it would be possible to "talk politics" but rather difficult to talk about issues
that might trigger potential conflicts among the parties concerned. Dr. Hata also made some
suggestive comments about what kind of experimental design could be used to reinforce Prof.

Yokoyama's argument.

Questions from the floor were lively and uninterrupted, indicating the high level of interest in
"political talk" and the issues surrounding democracy. Overall, we can conclude that this special
workshop confirmed that further developmental research on democracy at the interface between
politics and everyday life is possible through a combination of normative theoretical research and

empirical analysis.



